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Description

Introductory description

Students will gain a knowledge of various aspects of relationship and family change in Britain and 
elsewhere, an understanding of how such change might be explained, and of different approaches 
to explanation in that context, and an awareness of a range of conceptual and empirical resources 
that can be used as the basis of such explanations.

Module web page

Module aims

The module aims to examine relationship and family change from demographic, sociological and 
other perspectives, linking this to other forms of social change, and examining both its origins and 
also some of its consequences. The contribution of both quantitative and qualitative research to 
understanding change will be highlighted.

http;//go.warwick.ac.uk/so247


Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Week 1: Introduction 
Week 2: Theoretical and public perspectives on relationship and family change 
Week 3: Marriage, the family and population in historical Britain 
Week 4: Marital formation I: The rise of later marriage, cohabitation and LAT relationships 
Week 5: Marital formation II: Homogamy and heterogamy 
Week 6: (Reading week) 
Week 7: Contemporary relationships: Problems and interventions 
Week 8: Relationship dissolution 
Week 9: The formerly married and lone parents 
Week 10: Stepfamilies

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Consider in an informed and analytical way a range of demographic and sociological issues 
relating to various aspects of relationship and family change in Britain and elsewhere.

•

Understand the complementary roles of cultural factors, economic factors and a range of 
other factors in the explanation of relationship and family change.

•

Understand the value and limitations of theoretical contributions, quantitative data and 
qualitative data as a basis for understanding relationship and family change.

•

Interpret published demographic research competently and with an appropriate degree of 
caution, and recognise the importance of empirically-based journal articles to academic work 
in the field of relationship and family change.

•

Draw appropriately upon relevant substantive, empirical and conceptual material within a 
coherent and accurate discussion on a topic relating to relationship or family change.

•

Indicative reading list

Reading lists can be found in Talis

Specific reading list for the module

Interdisciplinary

This module draws upon sociological, demographic and other disciplinary perspectives/material.

International

While the module has a UK focus, much of the reading material and many of the themes are 
internationally-orientated.

https://warwick.rl.talis.com/
https://rl.talis.com/3/warwick/lists/E9C75B80-D049-BC3D-9FCC-66D73223956A.html


Subject specific skills

Apply sociological and demographic theories and ideas to specific aspects of family and/or 
relationship change.

Communicate in essay form a description and analysis of a social process or phenomenon, 
recognising that it may be complex in nature and require a suitably multi-faceted approach to be 
discussed appropriately.

Transferable skills

Appreciate the use of different types of data to gain a full understanding of a phenomenon or 
process.

Understand that data and theories paint partial pictures of phenomena, and need to be assessed 
critically.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Private study 132 hours (88%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

Reading for seminars. 
Preparation for seminars 
Preparation and writing of formative work 
Preparation and writing of summative work

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.



Students can register for this module without taking any assessment.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification

Assessment component

3000 word essay 100% Yes (extension)

One essay from a list of possibilities

Reassessment component is the same

Feedback on assessment

Written online feedback.

Availability

Courses

This module is Core optional for:

Year 3 of ULAA-ML33 Undergraduate Law and Sociology•

This module is Optional for:

Year 2 of USOA-L301 BA in Sociology•
Year 2 of USOA-L314 Undergraduate Sociology and Criminology•

This module is Option list A for:

Year 5 of ULAA-ML35 BA in Law and Sociology (Qualifying Degree) (with Intercalated year)•
ULAA-ML33 Undergraduate Law and Sociology

Year 2 of ML33 Law and Sociology○

Year 4 of ML33 Law and Sociology○

•

This module is Option list B for:

Year 2 of UHIA-VL15 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with a term in Venice)•
Year 2 of UPOA-ML13 Undergraduate Politics and Sociology•

This module is Option list D for:

Year 2 of UHIA-VL13 Undergraduate History and Sociology•



Year 2 of UHIA-VL15 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with a term in Venice)•

This module is Option list G for:

Year 2 of UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics•


