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Description

Introductory description

PH378-15 Acting Together: from Individual to Collaborative Action

Module aims

To equip students to investigate philosophical issues in behavioural sciences with a focus on 
acting together; and to introduce them to some research in behavioural sciences in which 
philosophical issues arise.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Acting together is emerging as a major topic in both philosophy and behavioural sciences. 



Philosophical investigation is indispensable for fully understanding many discoveries in the 
behavioural sciences, and for identifying new areas of investigation. Conversely, theories and 
discoveries in behavioural sciences can inform and constrain philosophical investigation.

Key questions include: When two or more agents act together, in virtue of what can their actions 
have a collective goal? What is it for agents to act together cooperatively, or to be committed to do 
so? Are there distinct roles for intention and motor representation in explaining the purposiveness 
of action? How if it all do motor representations shape experiences of actions, one’s own or 
others’? Are there multiple systems for tracking others’ actions, beliefs and other mental states?

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Students should be able to understand, accurately report and critically evaluate philosophical 
accounts of acting together. They should be able to relate these to theories and discovieres 
in behavioural sciences. Students should also be able to identify philosophical questions 
arising from such theories and discoveries, and to relate them to current controversies in 
philosophy.

•

Students should be able to pursue and organize philosophical and psychological research 
using a range of sources (print and electronic media), to critically evaluate reports of 
experiments and to engage independently in philosophical debate.

•

Indicative reading list

Reading lists can be found in Talis

Interdisciplinary

Considers philosophical issues arising in behavioural science. For example, psychological and 
neuroscientific research on action control is linked to what philosophers call The Problem of Action 
(Frankfurt, 1968); and a connection is made between game theory and theories of shared intention 
via theories of team reasoning (Sugden, 2000; Bacharach, 2006).

Subject specific skills

Students should be able to pursue and organize philosophical and psychological research using a 
range of sources (print and electronic media), to critically evaluate reports of experiments and to 
engage independently in philosophical debate.

Transferable skills

Students should be able to communicate clearly and substantively in speech and in writing on the 
questions addressed in the module.

Students should be able to isolate the important claims within readings, both philosophical and 
scientific. They should be able to understand a range of experimental methods interpret data 

https://warwick.rl.talis.com/


presented in tables and charts. They should be able to understand the structure of arguments, test 
views for strengths and weaknesses, make pertinent use of examples, and compare the 
substance of views consistently.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 2 hours (12%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Private study 123 hours (82%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

Reading, seminar preparation.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Students can register for this module without taking any assessment.

Assessment group A6

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification

2500 word essay 80% Yes (extension)

1000 word essay 20% Yes (extension)

Assessment group R1

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification

3000 word essay 100% Yes (extension)

Feedback on assessment



Feedback on essays will be provided on the coversheet for the essay, addressing standard areas 
of evaluation and individual content. Feedback on Assessed Exercises will be given through peer 
review and seminar activities, typically including discusion of drafts; written feedback on Assessed 
Exercises will not normally be provided.

Availability

Courses

This module is Core for:

UPHA-L1CA Undergraduate Economics, Psychology and Philosophy
Year 2 of L1CA Economics, Psychology and Philosophy○

Year 2 of L1CA Economics, Psychology and Philosophy○

Year 2 of L1CC Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Behavioural Economics 
Pathway)

○

Year 2 of L1CC Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Behavioural Economics 
Pathway)

○

Year 2 of L1CD Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Economics with Philosophy 
Pathway)

○

Year 2 of L1CD Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Economics with Philosophy 
Pathway)

○

Year 2 of L1CE Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Philosophy and Psychology 
Pathway)

○

Year 2 of L1CE Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Philosophy and Psychology 
Pathway)

○

Year 2 of L1CF Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Tripartite Pathway)○

Year 2 of L1CF Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Tripartite Pathway)○

•

This module is Optional for:

UPHA-VL78 BA in Philosophy with Psychology
Year 2 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology○

Year 3 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology○

•

UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy
Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

•

Year 3 of UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic 
and Foundations

•

UPHA-V700 Undergraduate Philosophy
Year 2 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 2 of V700 Philosophy○

•



Year 3 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 3 of V700 Philosophy○

UIPA-V5L8 Undergraduate Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development
Year 2 of V5L8 Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development○

Year 2 of V5L8 Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development○

Year 3 of V5L8 Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development○

Year 3 of V5L8 Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development○

•

UPHA-VQ72 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature
Year 2 of VQ72 Philosophy and Literature○

Year 3 of VQ72 Philosophy and Literature○

•

UPHA-V5L2 Undergraduate Philosophy and Politics
Year 2 of V5L2 Philosophy and Politics○

Year 3 of V5L2 Philosophy and Politics○

•

UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Year 2 of all○

Year 3 of all○

•


