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Description

Introductory description

We constantly face the need to make decisions, may they be relatively trivial (‘Do I go for the 
pepperoni pizza or the ham and pineapple one?) or momentous ones (‘Do I get married to him?’). 
Philosophers have looked at human decision making from a variety of different perspectives: What 
are the processes involved in the way people actually make decisions? How should we go about 
making decisions? What sorts of challenges do we face in making decisions, and how might we be 
able to overcome them? Should we regret bad decisions we made in the past, or just move on? 
This module aims to introduce students to some of the answers philosophers have given to these 
questions, and to evaluate them critically.

Module aims

By taking the topic of decisions as its focus, the module aims to foster students' understanding of 
issues such as the following: What is it to act rationally? Do people ultimately always act for selfish 
reasons? What makes something a hard choice? Why do we procrastinate and how can we 
overcome procrastination? What role do emotions play in decision-making? You will learn to 
analyse and critically evaluate the answers philosophers have given to such questions, and to 
situate them in wider philosophical debates. The module also aims to develop students' skills at 
reading and analysing philosophical literature and formulating philosophical arguments with clarity 
and precision.



Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Rational choice theory (weeks 1-3) 
The nature of rational choice explanation 
Rational choice theory and human nature 
Picking and choosing

1. 

What makes choices difficult (weeks 4-7) 
Transformative choice 
Hard choices 
Procrastination

2. 

Inter-temporal choice and the role of emotions (weeks 8-10) 
Temporal discounting, temporal bias, and temporal neutrality 
Willpower 
Regret and choice

3. 

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

At the end of the module, you should have a good understanding of a number of ways in 
which decision making has been and continues to be the subject of philosophical debate, 
and how these debates relate to other areas of philosophy as well as to empirical research 
on decision making. You should be able to use some of the key concepts philosophers have 
used to analyse human decision making, and be able to critically evaluate both descriptive 
and normative accounts of human decision making in philosophy.

•

Indicative reading list

Reading lists can be found in Talis

Interdisciplinary

Apart from the philosophical literature about decision making, the volume also draws on, and 
interrogates, literature from other relevant disciplines, such as psychology and economics.

Subject specific skills

Students should be able to express themselves using precise philosophical vocabulary, appreciate 
what makes some questions about decision making distinctly philosophical ones, and engage 
independently in philosophical debate.

Transferable skills

https://warwick.rl.talis.com/


(i) The capacity to read complex material effectively and critically. 
(ii) The capacity to explain ideas and arguments clearly, briefly and accurately. 
(iii) The capacity o think about problems by deploying the capacity for clear thinking and reasoning 
(iv) The capacity to communicate effectively in a group environment.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 18 sessions of 1 hour (12%)

Seminars 8 sessions of 1 hour (5%)

Private study 124 hours (83%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

No private study requirements defined for this module.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Students can register for this module without taking any assessment.

Assessment group A5

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification

72 hour take home exam 20% No

2500 word essay 80% Yes (extension)

Assessment group R3

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification

3000 word essay 100% Yes (extension)

Feedback on assessment



Essays will be returned with written feedback on tabula, in line with the Philosophy department’s 
policies and guidance on giving feedback to students.

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

UPHA-VL78 BA in Philosophy with Psychology
Year 2 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology○

Year 3 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology○

Year 4 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology○

•

Year 4 of UPHA-VL79 BA in Philosophy with Psychology (with Intercalated year)•
Year 4 of TPHS-V7P5 Postgraduate Taught Philosophy and Ethics of Mental Health•
UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy

Year 2 of V1V5 History and Philosophy○

Year 3 of V1V5 History and Philosophy○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-V1V6 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad)•
UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy

Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 3 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

•

UMAA-GV18 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year
Year 4 of GV18 Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year○

Year 4 of GV18 Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year○

•

UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic and 
Foundations

Year 2 of GV19 Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic and Foundations○

Year 3 of GV19 Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic and Foundations○

Year 4 of GV19 Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic and Foundations○

•

UPHA-V700 Undergraduate Philosophy
Year 2 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 2 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 3 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 3 of V700 Philosophy○

•

Year 4 of UPHA-V702 Undergraduate Philosophy (with Work Placement)•
UIPA-V5L8 Undergraduate Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development

Year 2 of V5L8 Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development○

Year 2 of V5L8 Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development○

Year 3 of V5L8 Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development○

Year 3 of V5L8 Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development○

•



Year 4 of UIPA-V5L9 Undergraduate Philosophy and Global Sustainable Development (with 
Intercalated Year)

•

UPHA-VQ72 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature
Year 2 of VQ72 Philosophy and Literature○

Year 3 of VQ72 Philosophy and Literature○

•

Year 4 of UPHA-VQ74 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature (with Work Placement)•
Year 4 of UPHA-VQ73 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature with Intercalated Year•
UPHA-VQ52 Undergraduate Philosophy, Literature and Classics

Year 2 of VQ52 Philosophy, Literature and Classics○

Year 3 of VQ52 Philosophy, Literature and Classics○

Year 4 of VQ52 Philosophy, Literature and Classics○

•

UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Year 2 of V7MR Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major)○

Year 2 of V7MR Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major)○

Year 2 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 2 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 2 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 2 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 3 of V7MR Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major)○

Year 3 of V7MR Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major)○

Year 3 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 3 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 3 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 3 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 3 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 3 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 3 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

•

UPHA-V7MM Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics (with Intercalated year)
Year 4 of V7MS Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major) 
(with Intercalated Year)

○

Year 4 of V7MS Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major) 
(with Intercalated Year)

○

Year 4 of V7MQ Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite) with Intercalated Year○

Year 4 of V7MM Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite) (with Intercalated year)○

Year 4 of V7MM Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite) (with Intercalated year)○

Year 4 of V7MH Philosophy, Politics and Economics - Economics/Philosophy Bipartite 
(Economics Major) (with Intercalated year)

○

Year 4 of V7MF Philosophy, Politics and Economics - Economics/Politics Bipartite 
(Economics Major) (with Intercalated year)

○

Year 4 of V7MI Philosophy, Politics and Economics - Philosophy/Economics Bipartite 
(Philosophy Major) (with Intercalated year)

○

Year 4 of V7MJ Philosophy, Politics and Economics - Philosophy/Politics Bipartite (with 
Intercalated year)

○

•



Year 4 of V7MG Philosophy, Politics and Economics - Politics/Economics Bipartite 
(Politics Major) (with Intercalated year)

○

UPHA-V7MW Undergraduate Politics, Philosophy and Law
Year 2 of V7MW Politics, Philosophy and Law○

Year 2 of V7MW Politics, Philosophy and Law○

Year 3 of V7MW Politics, Philosophy and Law○

Year 3 of V7MW Politics, Philosophy and Law○

•

Any PH programme•


