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Department
Philosophy
Level
Undergraduate Level 3
Module leader
David James
Credit value
15
Module duration
10 weeks
Assessment
Multiple
Study location
University of Warwick main campus, Coventry

Description

Introductory description

PH362-15 Hobbes and Rousseau

Module aims

The module aims to examine and critically assess many of the central ideas found in Hobbes’s
and Rousseau’s political philosophy. The arguments and ideas of these philosophers will be
compared with each other and discussed in their own right. Particular issues to be discussed will
include Hobbes’s and Rousseau’s differing views concerning the natural condition of humankind,
human nature, freedom, morality and the character and constitution of a legitimate political order.
The emphasis will be on a close reading of key texts and discussion of the issues raised by these
texts.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

1. Hobbes on human psychology, motivation and freedom
2. The function of the state of nature in Hobbes'’s political philosophy



. Morality and the laws of nature

. The source, nature and limits of political obligation
. Natural freedom: Rousseau on independence

. Inequality and domination

. The aims of the Social Contract

. The general will and popular sovereignty

. The role of pity in Rousseau’s moral psychology
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Learning outcomes
By the end of the module, students should be able to:

» To have a systematic understanding and knowledge of many of the key ideas and
arguments found in Hobbes’s and Rousseau’s major writings in the area of political
philosophy, and the issues they raise in connection with the nature of the modern state and
the individual’s place within it. The students should also be able to understand how Hobbes’s
and Rousseau’s positions on key issues differ and to be able offer an independent
assessment of them.

» To communicate clearly and substantively in speech and in writing on the issues raised by
their close reading and critical analysis of the relevant texts. They should be able to engage
with these texts in a way that appreciates their potential relevance to present-day concerns
while being sensitive to the historical context in which they were written. The students should
also be able to evaluate critically the relevant secondary literature.

Indicative reading list

Reading lists can be found in Talis

Subject specific skills

TBC

Transferable skills

TBC

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 2 hours (12%)

Total 150 hours


https://warwick.rl.talis.com/

Type Required

Seminars 8 sessions of 1 hour (5%)
Private study 124 hours (83%)
Total 150 hours

Private study description

No private study requirements defined for this module.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment
You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Students can register for this module without taking any assessment.

Assessment group A8

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification
1750 word essay 1 50% Yes (extension)
1750 word essay 2 50% Yes (extension)

Assessment group R

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification
3000 word essay 100% Yes (extension)

Feedback on assessment

Feedback on essays will be provided on the feedback form for the essay, addressing standard
areas of evaluation and individual content.

Availability

Courses
This module is Core optional for:

* Year 3 of UPHA-VQ52 Undergraduate Philosophy, Literature and Classics



This module is Optional for:

* UPHA-L1CA Undergraduate Economics, Psychology and Philosophy

o Year 2 of LICA Economics, Psychology and Philosophy
o Year 2 of LLCC Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Behavioural Economics
Pathway)
> Year 2 of LLCD Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Economics with Philosophy
Pathway)
o Year 2 of LICE Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Philosophy and Psychology
Pathway)
> Year 3 of LICA Economics, Psychology and Philosophy
> Year 3 of LLCC Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Behavioural Economics
Pathway)
o Year 3 of LICD Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Economics with Philosophy
Pathway)
> Year 3 of LICE Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Philosophy and Psychology
Pathway)
> Year 4 of LLCB Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (with Intercalated Year)
UPHA-L1CB Undergraduate Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (with Intercalated
Year)
o Year 4 of L1CG Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Behavioural Economics
Pathway) (with Intercalated Year)
> Year 4 of LLCH Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Economics with Philosophy
Pathway) (with Intercalated Year)
> Year 4 of L1CJ Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (Philosophy and Psychology
Pathway) (with Intercalated Year)
> Year 4 of L1CB Economics, Psychology and Philosophy (with Intercalated Year)
UPHA-V700 Undergraduate Philosophy
o Year 2 of V700 Philosophy
> Year 3 of V700 Philosophy
Year 4 of UPHA-V701 Undergraduate Philosophy (wiith Intercalated year)
Year 4 of UPHA-V702 Undergraduate Philosophy (with Work Placement)
Year 2 of UPHA-V5L2 Undergraduate Philosophy and Politics
Year 4 of UPHA-VL80 Undergraduate Philosophy with Psychology (with Work Placement)
Year 2 of UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
UPHA-V7MW Undergraduate Politics, Philosophy and Law
o Year 2 of V7MW Paolitics, Philosophy and Law
> Year 3 of VIMW Politics, Philosophy and Law
Year 4 of UPHA-V7MX Undergraduate Politics, Philosophy and Law (with Intercalated Year)

This module is Core option list A for:

Year 3 of UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy
Year 3 of UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic
and Foundations

This module is Core option list B for:



* Year 2 of UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy
* Year 2 of UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic
and Foundations

This module is Core option list C for:

* Year 4 of UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic
and Foundations

This module is Core option list F for:
* Year 4 of UMAA-GV18 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year
This module is Option list A for:

* UPHA-VL78 BA in Philosophy with Psychology
> Year 2 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology
o Year 3 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology
* Year 4 of UPHA-VL79 BA in Philosophy with Psychology (with Intercalated year)
* Year 4 of UMAA-GV18 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year

This module is Option list B for:

* Year 2 of UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy
UPHA-VQ72 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature
o Year 2 of VQ72 Philosophy and Literature
o Year 3 of VQ72 Philosophy and Literature
Year 4 of UPHA-VQ73 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature with Intercalated Year
Year 2 of UPHA-VQ52 Undergraduate Philosophy, Literature and Classics
Year 2 of UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics

This module is Option list C for:

* UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
o Year 3 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)
> Year 3 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)
* UPHA-V7MM Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics (with Intercalated year)
o Year 4 of V7MS Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major)
(with Intercalated Year)
> Year 4 of V7MQ Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite) with Intercalated Year
> Year 4 of V7IMM Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite) (with Intercalated year)

This module is Option list D for:

* Year 4 of UHIA-V1V6 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad)

* UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
> Year 2 of V7MR Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major)
> Year 3 of V7MR Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major)

This module is Option list E for:



* Year 2 of UPHA-V7MW Undergraduate Politics, Philosophy and Law



