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University of Warwick main campus, Coventry

Description

Introductory description

This module, "Intellectual Property Law 2: Copyright and Trade Marks," is designed to provide a
comprehensive understanding of trade mark law, passing off, and copyright law. It will explore
these areas from the perspective of their historical development, shedding light on the social and
political context in which trade mark law and copyright have emerged, offering students insights
into the evolution of legal frameworks for protecting intellectual property.

Throughout the course, students will gain a contextual understanding of how these legal
constructs grant protection to various forms of knowledge, distinctive signs, language, and
culturally significant symbols and whose interests are served or ignored in this process. Moreover,
the module will delve into the intricate world of enforcement practices and their impact on the
overarching objectives of these laws.

Module aims

By the end of this module, students will enhance their knowledge of the political and economic
dimensions of trade mark and copyright law, as well as gain valuable insights into the sociology of
the law in practical application. This interdisciplinary approach will offer students a fresh
perspective on intellectual property rights, their historical context, and the contemporary socio-



legal dynamics that shape their implementation.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

The module will cover the following topics:

1 Copyright Law Historical Developments and Justifications

2 Copyright Criteria for Protection & Authorship

3 Copyright Enforcement and Mentalities of Exploitation

4 Exceptions to Copyright Infringement and the Absence of a General Fair Dealing Defence
5 Trade Mark Law Historical Developments and Justifications

6 Trade Mark Bureaucracies: Navigating the Registration Route

7 Passing Off and Trade Mark Enforcement: Bullying Competition or Protecting the Average
Consumer?

8 Trade Mark Defences Work, Don’t They?

9 Revision Lecture

Learning outcomes
By the end of the module, students should be able to:

» Understand and critically assess the normative bases underpinning trade mark and copyright
law protection, considering their historical evolution and broader societal implications.

* Understand and contextualise the requirements for trade mark, passing off, and copyright
protection, allowing students to navigate and assess the criteria necessary for intellectual
property rights in practical scenarios.

» Develop written communication skills, enabling them to articulate their understanding of
trade mark and copyright law effectively and collaborative teamwork skills

» Demonstrate an ability in critical analysis, the formulation and testing of concepts and
assumptions related to the theory and practice of trade mark and copyright law.

» Develop robust research skills, including the identification and navigation of IP-related
registers and databases, which will enable students to be proficient in conducting in-depth
research, synthesizing information, and presenting well-substantiated arguments based on
their findings.

Indicative reading list

Reading lists can be found in Talis

Research element

The research element of the module is reflected in the mandatory seminar activities (e.g., group
presentations, client advice scenarios), and formative and summative assessments (e.g., 2000-
word essay).


https://warwick.rl.talis.com/

Interdisciplinary

The module features a strong interdisciplinary component that enhances the depth and breadth of
understanding in trade mark law and copyright concepts. This interdisciplinary approach
reconceptualizes fundamental notions such as the "average consumer" and "originality” by
drawing from a diverse range of theories and materials derived from fields such as consumer
research, marketing, history, and economics. This interdisciplinary perspective is evident in the
provisional reading list, which reflects the rich tapestry of influences and knowledge sources used
in the course.

International

The module has a significant international component, emphasizing that the concepts explored
and the justifications for intellectual property (IP) law extend well beyond the boundaries of the UK
or Europe. This international perspective recognizes that IP law is a global framework with
principles and practices that transcend geographic borders.

Subject specific skills

Robust knowledge of the normative bases underpinning trade mark and copyright law protection,
considering their historical evolution and broader societal implications.

Understanding and contextualisation of the requirements for trade mark, passing off, and copyright
protection, thus students will be equipped to navigate and assess the criteria necessary for
intellectual property rights in practical scenarios.

Written and communication skills, enabling students to articulate their understanding of trade mark
and copyright law effectively and collaborative teamwork skills

Critical analysis skills, enabling students to formulate and test concepts and assumptions related
to the theory and practice of trade mark and copyright law.

Transferable skills

Research skills which will enable students to be proficient in conducting in-depth research,
synthesizing information, and presenting well-substantiated arguments based on their findings.
Written and oral communication skills through written assignments, presentations, and peer
feedback.

Problem-solving by applying their knowledge of intellectual property law to real-world scenarios
and offering solutions to complex legal issues.

Time management by way of balancing lectures, seminars, assessments, and assignments, a
necessary skill for meeting deadlines and managing workloads efficiently.

Ethical awareness of the context in which law operates which will allow students to make ethically
sound decisions and judgments in various contexts.

Study



Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)
Seminars 8 sessions of 2 hours (10%)
Private study 58 hours (38%)
Assessment 70 hours (46%)

Total 153 hours

Private study description

In the "Intellectual Property Law 2: Copyright and Trade Marks" module, private study and
independent learning play a crucial role in enhancing the students' understanding and proficiency
in the subject matter. These self-directed efforts will be dedicated to a variety of essential
activities, which collectively contribute to a comprehensive and well-rounded learning experience:

1. Reading the mandatory material and preparing for workshop questions and activities.
Students are expected to engage in in-depth reading of the mandatory course material every
week. To actively participate in workshops, students are encouraged to prepare responses
to seminar questions provided in advance.

2. Group Presentation preparation. As part of the seminar format, a mandatory small group
presentation will be assigned. Preparing for this presentation involves collaborative work with
peers, researching, and developing a coherent presentation to share insights on specific
topics.

3. The preparation for the formative assessment which will help students fine-tune their
understanding and presentation skills.

4. Summative Assessment Preparation. The summative assessment represents the
culmination of the module and requires thorough preparation. Students should allocate time
to synthesize their knowledge, conduct research, and demonstrate their understanding of the
subject in their final assessments.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group B



. . Eligible for self-
Weighting Study time certification

Assessment component

Written Exam (In

100% 70 hours No
Person)

The in-person exam consists of two components:

* A mini problem question scenario

» An essay typequestion
Each component should be up to 1,000 words, with a maximum total word limit of 2,000
words. This equates to a maximum of 8 handwritten pages in total, based on an average of
approximately 250 words per page. Students are permitted to bring a list of copyright and
trade mark cases into the exam. The Module Convenor will provide extracts from relevant
statutes, which students will be allowed to use during the exam.

Reassessment component is the same

Feedback on assessment

Students will receive written group and individual feedback on the formative and summative.
Feedback will also be provided in class during seminars.

Past exam papers for LA3C7

Availability

Anti-requisite modules

If you take this module, you cannot also take:

» LA366-15 Global Intellectual Property Law & Policy

Courses
This module is Optional for:

* ULAA-M130 Undergraduate Law
> Year 2 of M130 Law
o Year 2 of M130 Law

* ULAA-M131 Undergraduate Law (4 Year)
o Year 2 of M131 Law (4 year)


https://warwick.ac.uk/exampapers?q=LA3C7

> Year 3 of M131 Law (4 year)

o Year 4 of M131 Law (4 year)
ULAA-M132 Undergraduate Law (Year Abroad)

o Year 2 of M132 Law (Year Abroad)

> Year 4 of M132 Law (Year Abroad)
ULAA-M135 Undergraduate Law and Sociology

o Year 3 of M135 Law and Sociology

> Year 4 of M135 Law and Sociology
ULAA-M133 Undergraduate Law with French Law

o Year 2 of M133 Law with French Law

o Year 4 of M133 Law with French Law
ULAA-M134 Undergraduate Law with German Law

o Year 2 of M134 Law with German Law

o Year 4 of M134 Law with German Law
ULAA-M136 Undergraduate Law with Humanities (3 Year)

o Year 2 of M136 Law with Humanities (3 year)

o Year 2 of M136 Law with Humanities (3 year)

o Year 3 of M136 Law with Humanities (3 year)

o Year 3 of M136 Law with Humanities (3 year)



