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Description

Introductory description

Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies are increasingly being integrated into various aspects of our 
lives, including public decision-making systems. Some countries have even started incorporating 
these technologies into their immigration systems, using them to predict future migration and 
displacement, process visa applications, and conduct profiling and risk assessments for decision-
making purposes. With large-scale interoperable information systems, it has become possible to 
deduce individual characteristics, screen them through different systems to obtain more 
information about an individual, and ultimately make decisions based on comparisons with others. 
This module aims to provide students with an introduction to the latest developments in this field 
and explore the conditions in which these technologies have been integrated into immigration and 
asylum decision-making systems, as well as humanitarian actions. Through a variety of case 
studies from Europe and North America, we will examine how these new technologies are 
reshaping state borders, identifying individuals not only through their biographic and biometric 
information but also by constantly comparing them to others’ characteristics as part of an inferred 
group. Additionally, we will explore how humanitarian actors have employed them in countries in 
Africa and the Middle East and how migrants themselves navigate, adopt, and resist the use of 
these technologies.

Module aims



The module aims to provide students with an overview of the most recent developments in using 
new technologies for immigration and asylum decision-making, as well as humanitarian actions, 
and enable them to evaluate their impact on mobility from a critical perspective. Through this 
course, students will be able to analyse how these technologies extend bordering practices and 
alter the understanding of trust between states, citizens, and migrants. Additionally, the module 
aims to explore how the humanitarian field is adopting new technologies and examine how 
migrants are navigating and/or resisting them.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

MOBILITY IN THE DIGITAL AGE

Week 1: AI and Automating Migration 
Week 2: Identification and Biometrics 
Week 3: Politics of Predicting Mobility 
Week 4: Trusted Travellers: From Passports to Credentials 
Week 5: AI in Immigration and Risk Assessments 
Week 6: Reading Week 
Week 7: AI in Asylum, Identification and Matching 
Week 8: Digital Humanitarianism 
Week 9: Mobile Phones and Mobility 
Week 10: Digital Citizenship and Surveillance

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Have the knowledge and understanding of how and to what extent the operation of borders 
is changing in the digital age.

•

Have the knowledge and ability to critically analyse the ethical, political and social 
implications of the implementation of new technologies in border management, immigration 
and asylum application processing, as well as humanitarian actions.

•

Have the knowledge and ability to analyse the ways in which migrants navigate, adopt or 
challenge the use of a variety of new technologies.

•

Be able to describe and critically participate in political and intellectual discussions on the 
use of new technologies in areas related to migration, asylum and humanitarian actions.

•

Address the aims and objectives of the module demonstrating close engagement with 
module materials

•
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Research element

Students enrolled in this module will have the opportunity to conduct desk-based research as part 
of their assessments. The first assessment, which is presentation, requires students to research a 
case study and analyse it using the themes and concepts introduced throughout the module and 
for that specific week. In the second assessment, students will be asked to write an essay 
analysing a specific case study. They will be provided with several questions to choose from for 
this assessment. The analysis of the chosen case study must be related to the themes introduced 
in the module.

Interdisciplinary

This module covers a wide range of sociological themes, drawing on related fields such as political 
sociology, anthropology, political science, international relations, and critical security and migration 
studies.

International

This module is designed to explore the conditions in which new technologies have been integrated 
into various public immigration systems around the world and their legal, political, and social 
implications. It covers various topics, such as profiling and risk assessments, which are used to 
assess entry into countries, especially in Europe and North America. Additionally, the module 
explores how new technologies, including predictive technologies, are being used to deter 
migration to these countries. Finally, the module examines the role of new technologies in 
humanitarian efforts, particularly in Africa and the Middle East.

Subject specific skills

Being able to analyse how and to what extent physical borders are changing in the digital 
age

•

Being able to reflect on the conditions in which new technologies have been integrated into 
migration and related systems

•

Being able to theorise how borders categorise, select and process migrants in the digital age•
Being able to explore the legal, political and social implications of using new technologies in •



migration and related systems with a critical approach

Transferable skills

Developing information literacy skills to gather and evaluate information from various 
sources.

•

Critical reading skills to analyse and interpret complex texts.•
Critical thinking skills through reflection on existing policies and their implications.•
Oral communication skills by participating in seminar discussions and delivering a short 
presentation

•

Written communication skills by writing a summative essay.•
Research skills to conduct independent research and critically evaluate sources.•
Policy analysis skills to understand the impact of current events on society.•
Analytical skills to identify and evaluate patterns and connections in data.•

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Private study 82 hours (55%)

Assessment 50 hours (33%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

Reading for seminars•
Preparing for seminars, answering set questions•
Preparing for the first assignment (presentation)•
Further reading for final essay•
Preparing and writing final essay•

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.



Assessment group A

Weighting Study time

Presentation 10% 10 hours

In this module, students will be required to prepare and deliver a 10-minute oral presentation that 
discusses a case study related to the themes and concepts introduced in a specific week. The 
seminar lead will allocate the presentation schedule based on the availability of space and 
students’ preferences, and the presentation will be worth 10% of the total mark. The seminar lead 
will also provide guidance and additional support to students on how to prepare and deliver an 
effective presentation.

Essay 90% 40 hours

The essay assessment comprises a 2,500-word research paper worth 90% of the total mark. 
Students will be required to conduct thorough research and compose a paper on a particular case 
study exploring one or several themes introduced in this module. They will be able to use the 
sources collected as part of their first assignment (presentation) and/or other sources. The 
students will be provided with several questions to guide this assessment, and they will be able to 
choose the one that aligns best with their research objectives.

Feedback on assessment

The students will be provided with written feedback on their first and second assignments.

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

Year 2 of ULAA-ML34 BA in Law and Sociology (Qualifying Degree)•
USOA-L301 BA in Sociology

Year 2 of L301 Sociology○

Year 2 of L301 Sociology○

Year 2 of L301 Sociology○

Year 2 of L305 Sociology with Specialism in Cultural Studies○

Year 2 of L303 Sociology with Specialism in Gender Studies○

Year 2 of L30C Sociology with Specialism in Race and Global Politics○

Year 2 of L304 Sociology with Specialism in Research Methods○

Year 2 of L30E Sociology with Specialism in Social Inequalities and Public Policy○

Year 2 of L302 Sociology with Specialism in Social Policy○

Year 2 of L30G Sociology with Specialism in Social and Political Thought○

Year 2 of L30A Sociology with Specialism in Technologies and Markets○

•

Year 2 of UHIA-VL13 Undergraduate History and Sociology•



Year 2 of UHIA-VL14 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with Year Abroad)•
Year 2 of ULAA-ML33 Undergraduate Law and Sociology•
Year 2 of UPOA-ML13 Undergraduate Politics and Sociology•
Year 2 of USOA-L314 Undergraduate Sociology and Criminology•
Year 2 of UIPA-L3L8 Undergraduate Sociology and Global Sustainable Development•


