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Description

Introductory description

Environmental sociology offers important insights for understanding the social roots of
environmental problems, unequal exposures to toxic pollution and risks from ecological disasters,
and political and economic interests in environmental conflicts. This module introduces students to
environmental sociology, a field that examines the role that power and social inequality play in
shaping human and nonhuman interactions, while drawing attention to the inseparability of
humans and nonhumans. It explores a range of perspectives and topics within the field, including
political ecology, ecological Marxism, consumption and production, global environmental justice,
risk, toxicity, eco-feminism, environmentalism of the poor, and environmental crisis.

Module aims

The module aims to introduce students to the field of environmental sociology, which interrogates
the relationship between society and the environment, while simultaneously challenging the idea
that society and the environment can be meaningfully separated. By taking this module, students
will gain an understanding of key theoretical perspectives, debates, topics, and new directions
within environmental sociology and the importance of this critical area of sociological study for
understanding global environmental problem and change.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be



covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Week 1: Introduction to Environmental Sociology,

Week 2: Sociological Perspectives on Environmental Problems,
Week 3: Political Ecology and Ecological Marxism,

Week 4: Consumption, Growth, and Capitalism,

Week 5: Risk and Toxicity,

Week 6: Reading Week,

Week 7: Environmental Justice,

Week 8: Environmentalism of the Poor,

Week 9: Eco-feminism,

Week 10: Confronting Ecological Crisis

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

« Identify and critically analyse key theoretical perspectives, approaches, and debates within
environmental sociology, how these relate to sociology and to other disciplines, and how
these have changed over time

» Contextualise, synthesise, and draw links between environmental problems, social
inequalities, and power, drawing on examples from key environmental issues (e.g., risk,
toxicity, pollution, climate change, unsustainable growth) and situated in relation to particular
contexts and scales (e.g. global, regional, national, local)

» Demonstrate a critical understanding of the complex interrelationships between society and
the environment, and the strengths as well as limitations of sociology for understanding and
tackling environmental problems.
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Interdisciplinary

While this module is framed in terms of a subfield within sociology, the topic is highly
interdisciplinary, and the subfield engages with perspectives from across the social sciences and
indeed the natural sciences. The most clear interdisciplinary connection is with the Global
Sustainable Development programme, as this course would be complementary to the perspectives
offered there. The orientation of the module is to highlight the valuable and distinctive contributions
of sociology to interdisciplinary debates on environmental issues, while opening up engagements
across disciplines for synergies and cross-fertilisation.

Subject specific skills

« critical understanding of key perspectives, approaches, debates, and topics within a key
subfield with the discipline , demonstrating breadth as well as critical depth of knowledge;



» an understanding of the limits of their knowledge, and how this influences analyses and
interpretations based on that knowledge, particularly regarding other disciplines and
perspectives;

* use arange of sociological methods of research and inquiry to initiate and undertake critical
analysis of information, and to propose solutions to problems arising from that analysis;

» develop existing skills and acquire new competences in research analysis and critical
thinking that will enable them to assume significant responsibility within organisations.

Transferable skills

« critical thinking, analysis, and research skills would be valuable skills for working in
organisations

« effectively communicate and demonstrate the value of sociological approaches for
understanding, interpreting, and confronting complex social and environmental issues.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (50%)
Seminars 9 sessions of 1 hour (50%)
Total 18 hours

Private study description

Students are expected to read set texts each week in preparation for the seminar.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A

Weighting Study time
Essay 100% 132 hours



Weighting Study time
Assessed essay

Feedback on assessment

Students will receive written, electronic feedback on all work through the Tabula system. They can
receive verbal feedback during Advice and Feedback hours.

Availability

Courses
This module is Optional for:

* USOA-L301 BA in Sociology
> Year 2 of L301 Sociology
o Year 2 of L301 Sociology
o Year 2 of L301 Sociology
* Year 2 of USOA-L314 Undergraduate Sociology and Criminology

This module is Option list B for:

* Year 2 of UHIA-VL15 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with a term in Venice)
* Year 2 of UPOA-ML13 Undergraduate Politics and Sociology



