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Description

Introductory description

East Asia is home to two of the world’s three largest economies, a third of the world’s population, 
and contributes a share of more than 40 percent to global economic growth. The past 70 years 
have transformed East Asia into one of the most vibrant, exciting, and rapidly developing regions 
of the globe. It is also increasingly where the future of global economic growth and political stability 
will be determined, as nation-states become increasingly interdependent within a global capitalist 
system. Yet East Asia is a geographically, culturally, and politically diverse region that shares but 
also defies many of the patterns and principles of international politics and economic development 
witnessed in the West. And how well do we really understand the dynamics that are driving East 
Asia’s transformation?

Module aims

This module introduces students to the study of East Asian Development (focussing on both the 
Northeast and Southeast Asian regions). The module asks students to examine how and why this 
part of the world has, in general, experienced such impressive economic growth and considers the 
social transformations that have accompanied this global shift. The module looks firstly at the 
historical and cultural factors that have influenced economic change in the region, Then the 



module turns to consider how various scholars have identified the state – specifically the 
‘developmental state’ – as central to the region’s economic transformation. Finally the economic 
transformation of Asian economies is located within an analysis of the changing regional political 
economy –specifically the rise of regional political institutions and frameworks. The module will 
therefore (a) introduce students to various approaches to the study of East Asian Development, 
(b) enable students to make meaningful comparisons between the development trajectories of 
states in North east and South east Asia, (c) enable students to situate an understanding of 
Northeast East and Southeast Asian development within a regional context

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Introduction1. 
The developmental state: An East Asian path to high growth?2. 
Cold War and development3. 
The end of the developmental state?4. 
Crony capitalism and corruption5. 
Reading Week6. 
The democratization that did and did not happen7. 
Shared history, shared loyalties and shared enemies8. 
Regionalism: Theoretical frameworks and evolution of regional institutions9. 
The China factor in East Asian regionalism10. 

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

(1) to develop students’ ability independently to analyse the development strategies of 
individual countries, to compare them and to draw out generalisations which could have 
significance for other states;

•

(2) to enable students to link theoretical and empirical analysis of political and economic 
material;

•

(3) to develop research skills, particularly strategies for searching for material, including on 
the Internet; (4) to develop students’ ability to make presentations.

•

Indicative reading list

Peter Ferdinand Governance in Pacific Asia (Continuum 2012)

Martin Jacques When China Rules the World: the Rise of the Middle Kingdom and the End of the 
Western World (Allen Lane 2009)

Kenichi Ohno & Izumi Ohno (eds) Japanese Views on Economic Development: Diverse Paths to 
Market (Routledge 1988)

Dang Phong & Melanie Beresford Authority Relations and Economic Decision-Making in Vietnam 



(NIAS 1998)

Masahiko Aoki, Hyung-Ki Kim & Masahiro Okuno-Fukiwara (eds) The Role of Government in 
East Asian Economic Development (Clarendon 1998)

Ben Fine, Jyoti Saraswati and Daniela Tavasci. Beyond the developmental state: Industrial policy 
into the twenty first century (Pluto 2013)

Peter B. Evans Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation (Princeton 1995)

Meredith Woo-Cumings (ed) The Developmental State (Cornell University Press 1999)

Linda Weiss & John M. Hobson States and Economic Development (Polity 1995)

Hal Hill, Tham Siew Yean and Ragayah Haji Mat Zin Malaysia development challenges: 
graduating from the middle (Routledge 2012)

Garry Rodan, Kevin Hewison & Richard Robison The Political Economy of South-East Asia: 
Markets, Power and Contestation (Oxford University Press 2006)

Pasuk Phongpaichit & Chris Baker Thailand: Economy and Politics

Antoinette Raquiza State Structure and Economic Development in Southeast Asia: The Political 
Economy of Thailand and the Philippines. (Routledge 2012)

Ian Chalmers and Vedi Hadiz The Politics of Economic Development in Indonesia (Routledge 
1997)

Paul D. Hutchcroft Booty Capitalism: the Politics of Banking in the Philippine (Cornell University 
Press 1998)

Benedict Anderson Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism 
(Verso 2006).

Eva-Lotte Hedman & John Sidel Philippine Politics in the Twentieth Century: Colonial Legacies, 
Post-Colonial Trajectories (Routledge 2000)

Mark Beeson Regionalism and Globalization in East Asia (Palgrave 2014)

Ling Li, 'Performing Bribery in China: guanxi-practice, corruption with a human face' (Journal of 
Contemporary China 20:68, 2011)

View reading list on Talis Aspire

Research element

This module introduces student to a wide range of specialist source materials to research into East 
Asia. This module requires student to conduct independent and collaborative research.

Interdisciplinary

This module lies at the intersection of political science, economics, history, international relations 
and area studies.

https://rl.talis.com/3/warwick/lists/89D95516-7B78-D9EA-0197-778DEE871149.html


International

This module introduces students to individual East Asian countries and East Asia as a region.

Subject specific skills

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Demonstrate advanced empirical knowledge of the various debates concerning the political 
economy of development in East Asia,

1. 

Develop rigorous and coherent arguments in response to opinions raised by other students 
in seminars and through written essays

2. 

Undertake critical analysis of the various understandings of the developmental state and its 
regional variations in East Asia

3. 

Effectively present, communicate and debate arguments about the nature of political 
economic transformation in East Asia.

4. 

Transferable skills

Transferable skills 
The objectives of the module follow from this. They are:

To develop students’ ability independently to analyse the development strategies of 
individual countries, to compare them and to draw out generalisations which could have 
significance for other states;

1. 

To enable students to link theoretical and empirical analysis of political and economic 
material;

2. 

To develop research skills, particularly strategies for searching for material, including on the 
Internet;

3. 

To develop students’ ability to make effective presentations.4. 

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 2 hours (9%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 2 hours (9%)

Private study 164 hours (82%)

Total 200 hours

Private study description



Students are expected to carry out private study and independent learning.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification

Assessed essay 100% Yes (extension)

5000 word essay

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

Year 1 of TPOS-M9PX Double MA in Global Governance (with University of Waterloo, 
Canada)

•

Year 1 of TPOS-M9PT MA in International Development•
Year 1 of TPOS-M1PA MA in International Politics and Europe•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9Q1 Postgraduate Politics, Big Data and Quantitative Methods•
Year 1 of TPOS-M1P3 Postgraduate Taught International Political Economy•
Year 1 of TPOS-M1P8 Postgraduate Taught International Politics and East Asia•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9P9 Postgraduate Taught International Relations•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9PC Postgraduate Taught International Security•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9PS Postgraduate Taught Political and Legal Theory•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9PF Postgraduate Taught Public Policy•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9PQ Postgraduate Taught United States Foreign Policy•

This module is Option list A for:

Year 1 of TPOS-M9PV Double MA in Journalism, Politics and International Studies (with 
Monash University)

•

TPOS-M9PP Double MA in Politics and International Studies (with Universität Konstanz, 
Germany)

Year 1 of M92B International Political Economy (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92C International Politics and East Asia (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

•



Year 1 of TPOS-M1PA MA in International Politics and Europe•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9P9 Postgraduate Taught International Relations•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9PC Postgraduate Taught International Security•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9PS Postgraduate Taught Political and Legal Theory•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9PF Postgraduate Taught Public Policy•
Year 1 of TPOS-M9PQ Postgraduate Taught United States Foreign Policy•

This module is Option list B for:

Year 1 of TPOS-M9PW Double MA in Politics and International Service (with American 
University, Washington DC)

•

Year 1 of TPOS-M9PE Double MA in Politics and International Studies (with NTU Singapore)•
TPOS-M9PP Double MA in Politics and International Studies (with Universität Konstanz, 
Germany)

Year 1 of M92B International Political Economy (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92H Public Policy (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

•

Year 1 of TPOS-M9Q1 Postgraduate Politics, Big Data and Quantitative Methods•
Year 1 of TIMA-L981 Postgraduate Social Science Research•
Year 1 of TPOS-M1PD Postgraduate Taught the Politics of Climate Change•


