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Description

Introductory description

Time is at once a pervasive aspect of human experience and something that can appear very 
elusive (as expressed, for instance, in the slogan 'There is no sense organ for time'). What is 
involved in representing things in time? Is temporal representation something very primitive - 
which we, for instance, share with non-human animals - or is it rather a sophisticated cognitive 
achievement that even young children struggle with? This module will look at these and related 
issues from a number of different aspects, drawing on sources from psychology, phenomenology, 
the philosophy of mind and metaphysics.

Module aims

This module aims to foster an ability to draw on and combine considerations from a range of 
different types of enquiry into time and temporality in order to examine and evaluate different 
views about the role of time in human cognition. It will offer students the opportunity to engage 
with material from different branches of philosophy as well as adjacent disciplines, and to develop 
and articulate their own critical views on recent work in the area.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 



covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Preliminaries: The nature of mind and the idea of a perspective.1. 
Time and timing: cognitive maps and internal clocks2. 
Temporal updating and temporal reasoning: Are animals 'stuck in the present'?3. 
'Drawing a line in thought': using space to represent time4. 
Episodic memory: remembering 'what, where, when'?5. 
'Mental time travel': continuities and discontinuities between past and future thinking6. 
Are we all presentists? Experience and the metaphysics of time7. 
Time and tense in perceptual experience8. 
Explaining (away) the flow of time9. 

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

demonstrate a systematic and advanced understanding and knowledge of the texts covered 
in the module, the main arguments of the texts, and critical responses to those arguments.

•

communicate at an advanced level clearly and substantively in writing on the questions 
addressed in the module. They should be able to provide critical analysis of the relevant 
texts.

•

work autonomously to articulate their own view of the relative merits of arguments, 
methodologies and positions in the literature, and engage critically with other points of view

•

analyse and critically assess complex concepts and arguments, as well as communicate at 
an advanced level clearly and substantively in speech, as well as in writing, the philosophical 
arguments and concepts covered in the texts.

•
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Interdisciplinary

The module will draw on work in psychology and evaluate its relevance for philosophical questions 
about the nature of temporal cognition.

Subject specific skills

(i) The capacity to read and understand key texts in the philosophy of time, memory and temporal 
experience. 
(ii) The capacity to explain key arguments and positions found in the module reading material. 
(iii) The capacity to critically evaluate different theoretical positions and arguments concerning the 
topics covered in the module. 
(iv) The capacity to appreciate how philosophical questions may be informed by empirical work in 
psychology.

Transferable skills

(i) The capacity to read demanding material effectively and critically. 
(ii) The capacity to explain demanding ideas and arguments clearly, briefly and accurately. 
(iii) The capacity to think creatively about problems by deploying clear thinking and reasoning 
(iv) The capacity to communicate effectively in spoken and written language.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (3%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 1 hour (3%)

Private study 282 hours (94%)

Total 300 hours

Private study description

Private study, reading, seminar and essay preparation.



Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification

5000 word essay 100% Yes (extension)

Feedback on assessment

Feedback on essays will be provided on the coversheet for the essay, addressing standard areas 
of evaluation and individual content.

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

Year 1 of TPHA-V7P2 Postgraduate Taught Continental Philosophy•

This module is Option list A for:

TPHA-V7PN Postgraduate Taught Philosophy and the Arts
Year 1 of V7PN Philosophy and the Arts○

Year 2 of V7PN Philosophy and the Arts○

•

This module is Option list D for:

Year 2 of TPHA-V7PM Postgraduate Taught Philosophy•

This module is Option list E for:

Year 1 of TPHA-V7PM Postgraduate Taught Philosophy•


