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Description

Introductory description

This module offers a critical introduction to international investment law. Foreign direct investment 
(FDI) is an important factor in the global economy and this module will focus on the legal regime 
that applies to cross-border investments. Due to the growth of FDI worldwide and the rising 
tensions between major economies around the world, international investment law and protection 
has grown in significance and has attracted not only increased interest but also considerable 
criticism from political leaders, international organisations, academics and civil society. The aim of 
the module is to unpack the complex legal framework that governs FDI and to analyse the 
international rules protecting investments and investors as well as the criticism levelled at the 
system and the challenges it faces.

Module web page

Module aims

To introduce students to the complex regulatory framework for international investment and to 
explore the limits of this framework.

To provide students with the knowledge and tools to be able to identify an investment/investor 
from a legal perspective.

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/current/pg/modules/LA906


To discuss and critically evaluate the legal protections provided by International Investment 
Agreements for investors/investments and their impact on investors, states and civil society.

To provide an overview of the different mechanisms for Investor-State Dispute Settlement and to 
critically analyse the current system of dispute settlement and reform proposals.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

What is International Investment Law?•

Principles and History/Development of Investment (Law)•

The regulatory framework for international investment•
Forms of regulation (binding, soft law, contractual, national, international) and key players•

National control mechanisms for foreign direct investment (host and home state)•

International investment protection and regulation and its limits•

Who is an investor? What is an investment?•

Discriminatory and arbitrary measures•

National Treatment•

MFN Treatment•

FET•

Full protection and security•

Umbrella clauses•

Expropriation•
Assessment Workshop•
Exceptions & Justification Mechanisms: Host State “Defences”•
Dispute Settlement•
Challenges of International Investment Law and Reform Proposals•

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Demonstrate understanding of the complex legal framework that regulates international 
investments and the core legal principles of international investment law.

•

Analyse whether an action constitutes an investment and critically assess the suitability of 
the existing legal criteria.

•

Analyse and critically assess the standards of protection international investment 
agreements provide and the dispute settlement mechanism(s) they have established.

•

Critically discuss the system of investment protection that international investment law has 
created and ongoing reform proposals.

•



Conduct research on questions of international investment law effectively using relevant 
sources and present academic arguments and opinions in writing and orally.

•
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International

This module covers International Investment Law

Subject specific skills

No subject specific skills defined for this module.

Transferable skills

No transferable skills defined for this module.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 18 sessions of 1 hour (9%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 1 hour (4%)

Private study 173 hours (86%)

Total 200 hours

http://readinglists.warwick.ac.uk/modules/la906.html


Private study description

No private study requirements defined for this module.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Students can register for this module without taking any assessment.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time Eligible for self-certification

4000 word Essay 100% No

Students will write a 4000 word essay on one of a list of given titles.

Feedback on assessment

Formative assessment: Students are offered the opportunity to submit a piece of formative 
assessment and receive written individual feedback. 
Summative assessment: Student receive formal individual feedback in line with the Law School 
essay feedback policy and template via Tabula.

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

Year 1 of TIMA-L981 Postgraduate Social Science Research•
Year 1 of TLAA-M3PJ Postgraduate Taught Advanced Legal Studies•
Year 1 of TLAS-M3P7 Postgraduate Taught International Economic Law•
Year 1 of TLAS-M221 Postgraduate Taught LLM in International Corporate Governance and 
Financial Regulation

•

This module is Core option list A for:

Year 1 of TLAA-M3PJ Postgraduate Taught Advanced Legal Studies•



Year 1 of TLAA-M223 Postgraduate Taught International Commercial Law•
Year 1 of TLAS-M3P7 Postgraduate Taught International Economic Law•
Year 1 of TLAS-M221 Postgraduate Taught LLM in International Corporate Governance and 
Financial Regulation

•

This module is Option list A for:

TLAA-M3PJ Postgraduate Taught Advanced Legal Studies
Year 1 of M3PJ Advanced Legal Studies○

Year 3 of M3PJ Advanced Legal Studies○

•

TLAA-M223 Postgraduate Taught International Commercial Law
Year 1 of M223 International Commercial Law○

Year 3 of M223 International Commercial Law○

•

Year 1 of TLAS-M3P7 Postgraduate Taught International Economic Law•
Year 1 of TLAS-M221 Postgraduate Taught LLM in International Corporate Governance and 
Financial Regulation

•

This module is Option list C for:

TPOS-M9PE Double MA in Politics and International Studies (with NTU Singapore)
Year 1 of M91F Globalisation and Development (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 1 of M91L International Development (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 1 of M91B International Political Economy (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 1 of M91C International Politics and East Asia (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 1 of M91D International Politics and Europe (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 1 of M91G International Security (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 1 of M91K Political and Legal Theory (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 1 of M91J United States Foreign Policy (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 2 of M91L International Development (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 2 of M91B International Political Economy (Double Degree - NTU)○

Year 2 of M91C International Politics and East Asia (Double Degree - NTU)○

•

TPOS-M9PP Double MA in Politics and International Studies (with Universität Konstanz, 
Germany)

Year 1 of M92L International Development (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92B International Political Economy (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92C International Politics and East Asia (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92D International Politics and Europe (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92E International Relations (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92G International Security (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92K Political and Legal Theory (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 1 of M92H Public Policy (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 2 of M92B International Political Economy (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 2 of M92C International Politics and East Asia (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 2 of M92D International Politics and Europe (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 2 of M92E International Relations (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 2 of M92G International Security (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 2 of M92K Political and Legal Theory (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

•



Year 2 of M92H Public Policy (Double Degree - Konstanz)○

Year 2 of TPOS-M9PT MA in International Development•
Year 2 of TPOS-M1P8 Postgraduate Taught International Politics and East Asia•
Year 2 of TPOS-M9PS Postgraduate Taught Political and Legal Theory•
Year 2 of TPOS-M9PQ Postgraduate Taught United States Foreign Policy•


