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Description

Introductory description

The module would offer historical, theoretical and comparative perspectives on the politics of 
eastern Africa (and in particular Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, and 
Uganda). The course will seek to address some of the ‘big questions’ regarding the nature of the 
post-colonial state in the region, the relationship between state and society, the political and socio-
economic impact of international aid/interventions, the causes and level of democratisation, and 
political economy of crises such as famine and AIDS. Students should acquire an overview of key 
themes, but also be able to analyse debates with respect to individual country case studies.

NB: A number of important topics – such as the Rwandan genocide, civil war etc – are not covered 
to minimise overlap with PO390: Violence and Reconciliation in Eastern Africa.

Module aims

The module aims to offer students theoretical, empirical and comparative perspectives on politics 
in Eastern Africa.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Introduction1. 



Nature of the colonial state2. 

Colonialism and the invention of tribe3. 

One-party states4. 

Military coups and regimes5. 

Reading week6. 

Neo-patrimonialism and personal rule7. 

Donors and development8. 

Democratisation9. 

Liberation movements and their legacies10. 

Multi-party politics & the “menu of manipulation”11. 

Turnout and voting patterns: Elections as an ethnic census?12. 

Corruption13. 

Civil society14. 

Religion and neo-Pentecostalism15. 

Reading week16. 

Women in parliament17. 

The politics of famine18. 

China in East Africa19. 

The war on terror20. 

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Understand and apply different theories to the East African context.•
Develop your reading comprehension through an engagement with core texts•
Develop an argument using a range of sources, including secondary literature, newspaper 
articles, and government and non-government reports

•

Develop your academic writing skills through the preparation of summative assessments•
Develop an ability to write analytically for a non-academic audience through the writing of an 
opinion piece or blog

•

Develop your group working skills through seminar discussions•

Indicative reading list



Illustrative Bibliography1. 

NB: This is a NOT a comprehensive reading list and the final reading list will include more East 
African voices. This will include academic books and journal articles (including some of those 
listed below) as well as newspaper articles, blogs, songs and poems.
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Lynch, G. (2006) Negotiating Ethnicity: Identity Politics in Contemporary Kenya. Review of 
African Political Economy 33 (107): 49-65 
Lynch, G. (2011) I say to you: Ethnic politics and the Kalenjin in Kenya. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press (Introduction) 
Mafeje, A. (1971) The Ideology of ‘Tribalism. The Journal of Modern African Studies 9 (2): 
253-261 
Mamdani, M. (1996) Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late 

3. 



Colonialism. London: James Currey. (Conclusions) 
Mahmood, M. 2001. “Beyond Settler and Native as Political Identities: Overcoming the 
Political Legacy of Colonialism.” Comparative Studies in Society and History43(4): 651–64 
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Decalo, S. (1973) Military coups and military regimes in Africa. Journal of Modern African 
Studies 11: 105-127 
Jackman, R. (1986) Explaining African Coups d'Etat. American Political Science Review 80 
(1) 
Jenkins, J. C. (1990) Explaining military coups d’etat: Black Africa, 1957-1984. American 
Sociological Review 55 (6) 
Jenkins, J. C. and Kposowa, A. (1992) The political origins of African military coups: ethnic 
competition, military centrality and the struggle over the post-colonial state. International 
Studies Quarterly 36 (3) 
Johnson, T., Slater, R. and McGowan, P. (1984) Explaining African Military Coups d'Etat. 
American Political Science Review 78: 622-640. 
Luckham, R. (1994) The military, militarization, and democratization in Africa: A survey of 
literature and issues. African Studies Quarterly 37 (2): 13-75 
McGowan, P. & T. H. Johnson (1984) African military coups d’etat and underdevelopment: A 
quantitiative historical analysis. Journal of Modern African Studies 22: 633-66 
McGowan, P. (2003) African military coups d'etat, 1956-2001: frequency, trends and 
distribution. Journal of Modern African Studies 
Mwenda, A. and R. Tangri. 2003. “Military Corruption & Ugandan Politics since the late 
1990s” in Review of African Political Economy, 30:98, pp. 539-552

1. 

Reading week2. 



Neo-patrimonialism 
Bach, D. (2011) Patrimonialism & neopatrimonialism: comparative trajectories and readings, 
Commonwealth & Comparative Politics, 49(3), 275-294 
Bayart, J-F. (1993) The State in Africa: The Politics of the Belly. London: Longman (Chapter 
9) 
Berman, B. (1998) Ethnicity, patronage, and the African state. African Affairs 97: 305-341 
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politics of African strong men. African Studies Review, 58(2), 181-204. 
Mohamed Salih, M. A. (2007). African liberation movement governments and democracy. 
Democratization, 14(4), 669-685. 
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game shape political developments. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
Zakaria, F. (1997) The Rise of Illiberal Democracy. Foreign Affairs 76 (6): 22-44

Voting patterns: Elections as an ethnic census? 
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Oloo, A. (2001) “Patronising the Incumbent: Kalenjin Unity in the 1997 Kenya General 
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Oloka‐Onyango, J., and J.J. Barya. 1997. Civil Society and the Political Economy of Foreign 
Aid in Uganda. Democratization. 4(2):113-138 
Orvis, S. (2003) Kenyan Civil Society: Bridging the Urban-Rural Divide? The Journal of 
Modern African Studies 41 (2): 247-268

Religion and neo-Pentecostalism 
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Subject specific skills

Develop an understanding of East African history and politics. 
Be able to apply different theories to the East African context. 



Be able to compare within and across countries. 
Be able to work with peers in seminars. 
Be able to develop an argument and to present in academic and non-academic writing.

Transferable skills

The module provides students with opportunities to acquire or develop the following key skills:

Reading comprehension. 
Synthesis of different materials 
Critical analysis 
Oral presentation 
Group working skills 
Academic writing 
Writing for a non-academic audience

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 18 sessions of 1 hour (50%)

Seminars 18 sessions of 1 hour (50%)

Total 36 hours

Private study description

TBC

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A

Weighting Study time

Negotiated essay title. 50%

3000 word essay. Student to negotiate a title that relates to term 1 content.



Weighting Study time

Negotiated essay title. 40%

2500 word essay. Student to negotiate a title that relates to term 2 content.

Negotiated opinion piece title. 10%

A 700 word opinion piece on a contemporary issue for a non-specialist/general audience. Title to 
be negotiated.

Feedback on assessment

Students will gain written feedback on their formative essay, and assessed work, and will be able 
to discuss this with the module leader during advice and feedback hours.

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

•

Year 2 of UPOA-M100 Undergraduate Politics•
UPOA-M16A Undergraduate Politics and International Studies

Year 2 of M16A Politics and International Studies○

Year 2 of M16A Politics and International Studies○

Year 2 of M16A Politics and International Studies○

•

UPHA-V7MW Undergraduate Politics, Philosophy and Law
Year 2 of V7MW Politics, Philosophy and Law○

Year 2 of V7MW Politics, Philosophy and Law○

•

This module is Unusual option for:

UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Year 2 of V7MR Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite with Economics Major)○

Year 2 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 2 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 2 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

•

UPHA-V7MW Undergraduate Politics, Philosophy and Law
Year 2 of V7MW Politics, Philosophy and Law○

Year 2 of V7MW Politics, Philosophy and Law○

•



This module is Option list A for:

Year 2 of UPOA-M168 Undergraduate Politics and International Studies with Chinese•
Year 2 of UPOA-ML13 Undergraduate Politics and Sociology•
Year 2 of UPOA-M163 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and French•
Year 2 of UPOA-M164 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and German•
Year 2 of UPOA-M166 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and Hispanic Studies•
Year 2 of UPOA-M165 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and Italian•

This module is Option list B for:

UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Year 2 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

Year 2 of V7MP Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Bipartite)○

•

This module is Option list D for:

UHIA-VM11 Undergraduate History and Politics
Year 2 of VM11 History and Politics○

Year 2 of VM11 History and Politics○

Year 2 of VM11 History and Politics○

•

Year 2 of UHIA-VM13 Undergraduate History and Politics (with a term in Venice)•
Year 2 of UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics•


