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Description

Introductory description

Contemporary language education has recognised that language learning is deeply connected 
with developing intercultural awareness and the ability to communicate across cultures. However, 
putting an intercultural perspective into practice has proved a challenge for many teachers and 
other educational professionals. The module aims to develop your understanding of intercultural 
language teaching and learning and to design teaching experiences that develop intercultural 
capabilities. It encourages you to think critically about the ways that language and culture are 
involved in meaning making and the pedagogical consequences of this for language education. 
You will be introduced questions relating to the relationship between languages and cultures and 
how this affects language use, curriculum and pedagogies for teaching intercultural capabilities 
and how to assess them.

Module aims

The module aims to develop students’ understanding of intercultural language teaching and 
learning and to design teaching experiences that develop intercultural capabilities. It will 
encourage students to think critically about the ways that language and culture are implicated in 
meaning making and the pedagogical consequences of this for language education. The content 



will include but is not limited to:

Current theories of language, culture and intercultural understanding•
The relationships between languages and cultures in meaning-making and interpretation•
Pedagogical approaches for teaching intercultural capabilities in languages education · 
Assessment of intercultural capabilities.

•

The module contributes to the development of the overall aims of the MA in TESOL suit of 
programmes, namely to develop: · Knowledge and a critical understanding of theories and 
concepts relevant to aspects of applied linguistics and language teaching · Critical understanding 
and awareness in selected areas of professional practice.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

The module will cover the following broad topics:

Understandings of language, culture, intercultural capability, learning•
Language teaching and learning from an intercultural perspective•
The place of metapragmatic awareness in intercultural teaching and learning•
Analysing cultural representations in textbooks and using textbooks for intercultural 
language teaching

•

Teachers’ and learners’ experiences as a resource for intercultural language teaching•
Planning and designing learning experiences•
Assessing intercultural capabilities•
Researching intercultural language teaching and learning•

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Upon successful completion of the programme, students should understand the place of 
intercultural capabilities in language teaching and learning.

•

Upon successful completion of the programme, students should be familiar with current 
theories relating to the teaching of intercultural capabilities.

•

Upon successful completion of the programme, students should be able to think critically 
about the intercultural needs of language learners.

•

Upon successful completion of the programme, students should be able to evaluate 
materials to determine their affordances for developing intercultural capabilities of language 
learners.

•

Upon successful completion of the programme, students should understand pedagogical 
practice for teaching intercultural capabilities in language education.

•

Upon successful completion of the programme, students should be able to apply their 
knowledge of intercultural language teaching in practice.

•
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International

The focus of the module is on developing foreign/second language teaching and learning to 
promote intercultural understanding. The module considers how language teachers can develop 
students capabilities to interact locally and internationally with linguistically and culturally diverse 
others and the pedagogical, curriculum and assessment issues involved in developing intercultural 
understanding in conjunction with language learning.

Subject specific skills

Apply principles and practices in intercultural language teaching and learning in professional 
practice.

Identify affordances of a variety of types of learning materials for developing intercultural 
capabilities.

Transferable skills



Participate constructively in group discussions.

Structure and communicate ideas effectively in writing.

Plan and manage time and workload to meet deadlines.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 8 sessions of 2 hours (8%)

Seminars 8 sessions of 2 hours (8%)

Private study 168 hours (84%)

Total 200 hours

Private study description

Guided independent study and reading for assignment, equivalent to around 150 hours.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time

Assignment 100%

Develop a unit of work designed to teach intercultural capabilities and write a critical commentary 
of the unit which considers the understanding of intercultural capabilities that underlies the unit, 
the aims and objectives of the unit, the ways it is intended to develop intercultural capabilities, 
how the unit encourages development of learning processes relevant to intercultural capabilities.

Feedback on assessment

Written feedback on the assignment will be provided via a combination of the Centre's standard 
\r\nfeedback sheets, (which conform to Faculty regulations), and electronic annotation on the 
\r\nstudent¿s assignment itself. Where appropriate, additional feedback may be provided via 



personal \r\nmeetings with the tutor.

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

Year 1 of TIMA-L981 Postgraduate Social Science Research•
TETS-X9PR Postgraduate Taught TESOL

Year 1 of X9PR TESOL○

Year 1 of X9PR TESOL○

•

TETS-X9PS Postgraduate Taught TESOL (Part-time - 2 years)
Year 1 of X9PS TESOL (Part-time - 2 years)○

Year 2 of X9PS TESOL (Part-time - 2 years)○

•


