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Description

Introductory description

Why are some texts easy to read and others not so easy? What makes a piece of writing 
persuasive? What can you learn about the ideology of an organisation from the texts it produces? 
In this module you will learn how to analyse the function of written and electronic texts in detail. 
You will become familiar with a wide range of text-analytical frameworks and techniques, applying 
them to various types of data, You will be introduced to a range of approaches to theorising the 
links between texts and the society of which they are a part, so that you can understand and 
discuss how society influences discourse and vice versa.

Module web page

Module aims

The module aims to teach students to use a wide range of contemporary approaches suitable for 
the analysis of discourse as linked to social setting. 
This module will contribute primarily to the achievement of Course Aims #1, #3, #5, #8, #9, #10 
and #11:

Provide a thorough grounding in the theories and research findings related to linguistics and 
the English Language.

1. 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/study/ba/modules/


Enable students to analyse language in general and the English language in particular at 
every level from the word to its place in society at large.

2. 

Provide a solid foundation in relevant research skills and methods both quantitative and 
qualitative.

3. 

Prepare students for future employment, and for further study or training, by developing 
intellectual acuity, flexibility and independence, and by providing opportunity for the 
development of transferable skills

4. 

Enable students to undertake an in-depth study of issues relating to English language and 
linguistics.

5. 

Enable students to develop the ability to learn independently and to gain intellectual breadth 
and flexibility.

6. 

To provide high-quality teaching informed by research at an appropriate level for students 
choosing to pursue careers as teachers in secondary schools, or as future teachers and 
researchers in higher education.

7. 

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

The module will cover the following broad topic areas.

Lexis in discourse: collocation, colligation and semantic association (via e.g. Lexical Priming 
Theory)

•

Discourse and representation (via e.g. Transitivity)•
Evaluation in text and discourse (via e.g. Appraisal Theory)•
The organisation of written discourse (via e.g. Genre Theory )•
Discourse and identity (interactive and representational)•

All of these areas will be applied to a wide range of data types and where possible will be explored 
using both qualitative and quantitative tools.

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Upon successful completion of this course, students should:• Be familiar with a wide range of 
discourse-analytical frameworks and techniques• Be able to critically apply these to a range 
of discourse data• Understand, in depth, a range of approaches to theorising the reciprocal 
links between discourse and society• Be able to use these to analyse and discuss the social 
context and function of specific examples of discourse data.

•
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Research element

The assignment requires students to, among other things, research genre conventions for a 
specified text type in a specified context.

Interdisciplinary

Analysis of written text from a basic perspective of intended communicative purpose is integral to 
many humanities and social science disciplines.

International

The skills and approaches taught in the module are relevant to the examination of intercultural 
communication.

Subject specific skills

…Carry out analyses of text and discourse data using appropriate quantitative and qualitative 
methods; 
… Understand and explain key concepts, models and research findings in written language 
analysis at a range of levels: lexical, clausal, textual, discoursal. 
…Demonstrate responsiveness to the central role of language in the construal of (social) reality. 
… Use established frameworks to describe texts derived from a variety of social contexts; 
… Understand the main technical frameworks typically used in discourse analytical research; 
… Use appropriate specialised software to conduct quantitative investigations of large sets of 
texts; 

https://rl.talis.com/3/warwick/lists/61F1A2A3-B931-3785-AAF8-4AB0D4460F30.html


… Elucidate the communicative purposes of texts and the techniques through which such 
purposes are attempted to be achieved.

Transferable skills

… Plan and manage time on data-based tasks; 
… Work effectively with others in group tasks; 
...Find and evaluate relevant previous research; extrapolate its relevance to new data; 
… Choose relevant conceptual frameworks for the analysis of different data types; 
… Use appropriate software to assist with data analysis; 
… Integrate quantitative and qualitative methods to understand and explain discourse patterns 
across sets of texts; 
… Apply descriptive frameworks to real-life data; 
… Critically evaluate key concepts, models and research; 
findings appropriate to the elucidation of different discourse types; 
… Critically evaluate the value of conceptual frameworks in a range of traditions to specific 
research aims; 
… Choose appropriate discourse-analytical frameworks to examine specific texts .

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 2 sessions of 2 hours (3%)

Seminars (0%)

Tutorials (0%)

Supervised practical classes 11 sessions of 1 hour (8%)

Online learning (scheduled sessions) 6 sessions of 2 hours (9%)

Private study 103 hours (79%)

Total 130 hours

Private study description

Reading subject materials 
Homework tasks 
Assignments 
Revision

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.



Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A

Weighting Study time

Analysis and discussion of written text 100% 20 hours

Analysis and discussion of written text. Students will be provided with a text and required to 
analyse it from specified lexical and systemic functional perspectives; they will be asked to 
comment critically on how it achieves its communicative purposes.

Feedback on assessment

Written feedback on the assignment will be provided on the Centre's standard feedback sheets, 
which conform to Faculty regulations. Additional detailed feedback may be provided via a range of 
methods.

Availability

Courses

This module is Core for:

Year 2 of UETA-Q310 in English Language and Linguistics•
Year 2 of UETA-Q311 in English Language and Linguistics (with Intercalated year)•


