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Description

Introductory description

Materials are foundational to our very existence, in how we exist, perceive ourselves and others,
our environments, our histories and our futures. This module explores approaches to materials
through a transdisciplinary lens and an international perspective. It combines theoretical and
practical approaches that call on both the sciences and the humanities to consider and interact
with materials. Students will be able to pursue a diverse series of routes assessing the lives of
materials through their qualities and transformations, and will learn from a range of people who
work professionally with materials in their academic and professional careers.

Module aims

To understand the ethical, political, social, economic and cultural aspects of the material world.
To develop methods for the creation of a personal taxonomy of the qualities of materials.

To establish and hone methods of verbal, visual, material and textual communication in relation to
ideas about, and qualities of materials.

To evolve diverse methods of research that enable the effective analysis and understanding of
materials (whether practical or theoretical).

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.



This 15 CATS module will take place during the third term to allow for a more flexible timetable.
The curriculum will cover: revisiting resources, theories of making, alchemical practices,
transformations, new materials, old materials, future materials, rethinking subject and object, and a
materials festival.

Learning outcomes
By the end of the module, students should be able to:

» Recognise, identify and record the scope and complexity of material worlds.

» Describe and critically assess the interplay of materials with ourselves, our physical, social
and psychological worlds.

 Critically analyse and interrogate the complexity of material worlds through multidisciplinary
methods.

» Demonstrate awareness of the ethical consideration of materials.

» Develop methods of textual, visual, material and verbal communication about materials.

» Develop effective and diverse research methods appropriate to both the theoretical and
practical investigation of materials.
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Research element

Students will be considering diverse material qualities, relationships and transformations through a
range of theoretical and practice research methods. Much of the practice will be experimental and
investigative.

Interdisciplinary

Exploring materials comes from such diverse disciplinary positions as literary studies and
chemistry. We will be using multidisciplinary tools, texts and methods to investigate materials.

International

We will be engaging with international contexts and materials and hope to work with people who
are engaged with material development across the world.

Subject specific skills

Material manipulation skills.
Process mapping skills and vocabulary.
Material based vocabulary.

Transferable skills

The acquisition and assessment of diverse research methods.
Communication using textual, verbal, visual and material methods.
Group working skills.

Collaborative skills.

Curatorial skills.



https://rl.talis.com/3/warwick/lists/B857135D-E1BF-1E27-6655-B86B9DBFE59D.html?lang=en&login=1

Study

Study time

Type Required Optional

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (8%)

Seminars 4 sessions of 2 hours (7%)

Tutorials 1 session of 15 minutes (0%) 1 session of 15 minutes
Practical classes 5 sessions of 2 hours (9%)

Other activity 7 hours (6%)

Assessment 75 hours (69%)

Total 109.25 hours

Private study description

Students would be expected to engage with reading and visual research in preparation for
classes.

Other activity description

Materials Festival. The 7 hours represent preparatory work for the festival and could be done at
different times by the student.

Costs
L. Cost to
Category Description Funded by student
Equipment and project costs Materials costs £75.00
; ; Travel and visiting speaker
Zlberlct)jatcrllps, placements and study costs Department £0.00
Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A



Eligible for self-
certification

Material Practice 60% 50 hours Yes (extension)

This assignment can be done as either a largely practical assignment (e.g. the development of
new materials or the physical analysis of materials) with 2000 word write up or as a purely
theoretical analysis of the development of a new material, or reuse of an old material or process
for 4000 words. This would be an assessment of its usefulness and possible applications, as well
as the more academic connotations of the materials transformation, selection or application.

Weighting Study time

Materials Festival 40% 25 hours No

To produce a critical display/exhibition that curates the examination of certain
qualities/politics/applications of materials. The physical presentation will be accompanied by a
short verbal presentation.

Feedback on assessment

The module includes seminars, tutorials and studio practice (practical classes) and would have
many opportunities for informal feedback on student ideas. After completion of assignments,
students would have the option of a verbal tutorial to 'feed forward' in order to aid their preparation
for Year 3. As standard they will have written feedback on assignments.

Availability

Courses
This module is Optional for:

* Year 2 of UIPA-L8A1 Undergraduate Global Sustainable Development
* Year 2 of UIPA-L8A2 Undergraduate Global Sustainable Development (with Intercalated
Year)
* UVCA-LA99 Undergraduate Liberal Arts
o Year 2 of LA99 Liberal Arts
o Year 2 of LA92 Liberal Arts with Classics
o Year 2 of LA73 Liberal Arts with Design Studies
o Year 2 of LA83 Liberal Arts with Economics
o Year 2 of LA82 Liberal Arts with Education
o Year 2 of LA95 Liberal Arts with English
o Year 2 of LA81 Liberal Arts with Film and Television Studies
o Year 2 of LA8O Liberal Arts with Global Sustainable Development
o Year 2 of LA93 Liberal Arts with Global Sustainable Development
o Year 2 of LA97 Liberal Arts with History
o Year 2 of LA91 Liberal Arts with Life Sciences
o Year 2 of LA75 Liberal Arts with Modern Lanaguages and Cultures
o Year 2 of LA96 Liberal Arts with Philosophy



> Year 2 of LA94 Liberal Arts with Theatre and Performance Studies
* UVCA-LA98 Undergraduate Liberal Arts with Intercalated Year

> Year 2 of LA85 Liberal Arts with Classics with Intercalated Year

o Year 2 of LA72 Liberal Arts with Design Studies with Intercalated Year

o Year 2 of LA79 Liberal Arts with Economics with Intercalated Year

> Year 2 of LA78 Liberal Arts with Education with Intercalated Year

o Year 2 of LA88 Liberal Arts with English with Intercalated Year

o Year 2 of LA77 Liberal Arts with Film and Television Studies with Intercalated Year

o Year 2 of LA76 Liberal Arts with Global Sustainable Development with Intercalated
Year

o Year 2 of LA86 Liberal Arts with Global Sustainable Development with Intercalated
Year

o Year 2 of LA90 Liberal Arts with History with Intercalated Year

> Year 2 of LA98 Liberal Arts with Intercalated Year

> Year 2 of LA84 Liberal Arts with Life Sciences with Intercalated Year

o Year 2 of LA74 Liberal Arts with Modern Lanaguages and Cultures with Intercalated
Year

o Year 2 of LA89 Liberal Arts with Philosophy with Intercalated Year

- Year 2 of LA87 Liberal Arts with Theatre and Performance Studies with Intercalated
Year



