CE10A-10 Health, Welfare and Social
Policy

23/24

Department
Centre for Lifelong Learning
Level
Undergraduate Level 1
Module leader
Steven Gascoigne
Credit value
10
Module duration
25 weeks
Assessment
100% coursework
Study locations
University of Warwick main campus, Coventry Primary
City College, Coventry
North Warwickshire and Hinckley College, Nuneaton campus

Description

Introductory description

The module introduces students to the major historical developments in social welfare, reviews the
major competing analytical ‘perspectives’ on the post Second World War British welfare state, and
considers a variety of contemporary social welfare issues, focusing particularly on poverty and
health policy.

Module aims

The module introduces students to the major historical developments in social welfare, reviews the
major competing analytical ‘perspectives’ on the post Second World War British welfare state, and
considers a variety of contemporary social welfare issues, focusing particularly on poverty and
health policy.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be



covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Unit 1: Introducing social policy - This unit will ask; what is a welfare state, what is social policy
and why should we study it? It will test student perceptions of welfare, and ask them to investigate
a contemporary welfare issue.

Unit 2: Understanding poverty and inequality - As the foundation of understanding government
provision and intervention, this unit will explore poverty theory and discourse, and map out
inequality in both a British and international context. It will begin to address questions around the
relationship between personal problems and social issues, and debate the role of the state in
providing for its citizens.

Unit 3: The History of British Welfare - This unit will provide students with a solid understanding of
the history of British welfare from the Industrial Revolution to the current “Age of Austerity”. It will
encourage students to recognise the historically and politically bound nature of our current welfare
system, and ask them to identify and justify the most significant moment in the history of British
welfare.

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

» Understand the history and development of welfare provision in Britain from the 19th century
to the present day.

« Identify the main ideological perspective which have influenced these developments and
analyse state welfare using critical perspectives.

» Apply the historical and analytical understanding gained to the detailed investigation of a
range of contemporary social welfare issues.

» Have further developed transferable skills such as analytical thinking, self-management,
study skills, interpersonal skills and written and oral communication skills.
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Subject specific skills



Understand the history and development of welfare provision in Britain from the 19th century to the
present day.

Identify the main ideological perspectives which have influenced these developments and analyse
state welfare using critical perspectives.

Apply the historical and analytical understanding gained to the detailed investigation of a range of
contemporary social welfare issues.

Transferable skills

Analytical thinking, self-management, study skills, interpersonal skills and written and oral
communication skills. Evaluate theoretical arguments and evidence.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 25 sessions of 1 hour (25%)
Seminars 25 sessions of 2 hours (50%)
Tutorials 5 sessions of 3 hours (15%)
Private study 10 hours (10%)

Total 100 hours

Private study description

No private study requirements defined for this module.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A

Weighting Study time
Written Assignment 1 (2000 words) 50%
Written Assignment 2 (1500 words) 35%

Individual Presentation 15%



Feedback on assessment

Written and oral.

Availability

Courses
This module is Core for:

» USX2-Y202 Undergraduate Social Studies [2 + 2]
o Year 1 of Y202 Social Studies [2 + 2]
o Year 1 of Y202 Social Studies [2 + 2]
o Year 1 of Y202 Social Studies [2 + 2]



