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Description

Introductory description

Never before has the world witnessed such a high proportion of democracies. But what makes
them emerge? How do democracies sustain themselves? What makes some countries such
persistent dictatorships? These questions have attracted a huge body of literature in Comparative
Politics and make for fascinating empirical research projects. This module will provide you with the
statistical tools necessary for such investigations, and thus allow you not only to interpret and
critique existing studies in this field, but also to research these questions yourself. With no prior
knowledge in statistical analysis necessary, we will use real world data sets and explore the
aforementioned questions through the methods of linear and logistic regression, as well as
survival analysis. The assessment will be conducted in the form of a research project. The module
will be taught in a 2h combined lecture / seminar slot.

Module web page

Module aims


https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/currentstudents/undergrad/modules/

* Introduce students to different theories of democratisation

* Provide an introduction to the application and interpretation of the most commonly used
guantitative methods in democratisation studies

* Introduce students to the analysis of time-series, cross-sectional (TSCS) data

» Allow students to apply quantitative methods to substantive questions of democratisation
studies

* Introduce students to the research process

» Provide students with introductory to intermediate data management and analysis skills in R

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

. Introduction to the Module, The Comparative Method, and Quantitative Methods
. Democratisation — Socio-Economic Explanations 1

. Democracy — Tertium non datur

. Democratisation — Socio-Economic Explanations 2

. Democratisation — Cultural and Behaviouralist Explanations

. (READING WEEK)

. Democratic Survival

. Exogenous Democratisation

. Autocratic Survival

. Research Symposium
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Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

» Understand the stages of the research labyrinth

» Conduct research independently

* Analyse time series, cross sectional data

* Apply the comparative method

» Understand different theories of democratisation

* Understand factors of autocratic survival

* Apply and interpret linear regression in R

» Apply and interpret categorical dependent variable models in R
» Apply and interpret Markov Transition Models in R

» Replicate results of existing studies of democratisation

* Introductory to intermediate data management and analysis skills in R
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View reading list on Talis Aspire

Research element

Assessment (formative and summative) in form of a research project.


https://rl.talis.com/3/warwick/lists/4DB6BDA8-D7ED-A235-7F14-D33AB7588E65.html?lang=en-US

Inter

national

Focus is on democratisation (and its differences) across the globe.

Subj

ect specific skills

Knowledge in theories of democratisation
The Comparative Method

Data management and analysis skills in R
Linear Regression Analysis

Binary Response Models

Markov Transition Models

Transferable skills

The ability to conduct independent, quantitative research

The ability to apply the methods and techniques you have learned to review, consolidate,
extend and apply your knowledge and understanding, and to initiate and carry out projects
The transferable skills necessary for employment related to Politics and International
Studies: lateral thinking; problem solving; detailed critical analysis and interpretation of a
variety of primary and secondary sources; the ability to digest, retain and apply complex
information and ideas; skills in research, independent study, group discussion, and in oral
and written presentation; the ability to consider unfamiliar ideas and ways of thinking

The skills necessary for the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility: e.g. the ability to
assess your own capacity for progress in learning; the ability to organise your work and
manage your time successfully; the ability to meet deadlines; the ability to reflect critically on
the extent and limitations of how and what you have learned, discovered and understood
The ability to deploy decision-making skills in complex and unpredictable situations

Skills in the communication of information, ideas, problems and solutions in a variety of ways
to a variety of audiences

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 2 hours (12%)
Private study 132 hours (88%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

Indep

endent and guided reading, completion of homework (worksheets), completion of formative



assessment.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A

Weighting Study time
Research Project 100%

Feedback on assessment
Detailed and regular feedback will be provided throughout the module.

FORMATIVE

Verbal feedback on work in seminars will be provided by the module director throughout all
sessions. In addition, student participation will be strongly encouraged which will include students
giving each other feedback during classes. Peer feedback will be particularly encouraged during
the research symposium in week 10. Students also have the opportunity to discuss their individual
research projects with the module convenor in advice and feedback hours. Written feedback on
the research proposal (formative assessment) in week 5 will be provided.

SUMMATIVE
Detailed written feedback will be provided on the summative assessment.

Availability

Courses
This module is Core for:

* Year 4 of UPOA-M167 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and Quantitative
Methods (with Intercalated Year)

This module is Option list A for:

* Year 4 of UPOA-M163 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and French
* Year 4 of UPOA-M164 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and German

This module is Option list D for:



* UHIA-VM11 Undergraduate History and Politics
> Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics
o Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics
> Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics
* Year 4 of UHIA-VM12 Undergraduate History and Politics (with Year Abroad)



