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Description

Introductory description

In this module you will analyse and discuss texts by central figures in early Chinese philosophy 
such as Kongzi  (Confucius), Laozi , Zhuangzi , Mozi , etc. After considering the contemporary 
debate about the legitimacy of Chinese philosophy, we will proceed addressing fundamental 
problems in early Chinese thought such as: the role of change (yi ) in human existence and 
experience; the definition of human nature as good or evil and the consequences for the 
community; the ethical implication of the concept of dao ; the function of rulership in social control. 
Through the appraisal of different schools of thought, you will delve in the rich philosophical 
debate that characterises Chinese society in the pre-imperial period.

Module aims

This module aims to define the status of Chinese philosophy in relation to Western philosophy and 
to introduce you to key topics in ancient Chinese philosophy (pre-Qin dynasty).

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 



covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Week 1 
The issue of “Chinese Philosophy”: Is there such a thing as Chinese philosophy?

Week 2 
The historical background for the emergence of philosophy in China. Sima Tan  and the 
classification of pre-Han schools of thought.

Wee 3 
Yijing  (Book of Changes): yi  (change) in relation to yin  and yang .

Week 4 
Kongzi  (Confucius): the Lunyu  (Analects).

Week 5 
A reaction to Confucianism: Mozi  and universal love.

Week 7 
Daojia , Daoism, and the ineffability of dao : the Daodejing  and Zhuangzi .

Week 8 
Daojia , Daoism, and the ineffability of dao : the Zhuangzi .

Week 9 
Mengzi  (Mencius) and Xunzi  on human nature.

Week 10 
Rulership and social control: Hanfeizi  and Fajia  (Legalism).

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

By the end of the module you will be able to: Demonstrate a theoretical knowledge of the 
specificities of Chinese philosophy.

•

Demonstrate familiarity with the main theoretical differences of ancient Chinese schools of 
thought and communicate clearly and substantively in speech and in writing on the questions 
addressed in the module.

•

Critically assess the key claims and arguments of the core texts, and the debates to which 
they have given rise.

•

Organize philosophical research and engage independently in philosophical debate.•
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Research element

Both assessments – video presentation and essay – require research elements.

International

This module addresses the problem of doing Philosophy in a multicultural and international 
context.

Subject specific skills

Through this module you will acquire 
(a) The ability to understand the distinctive features and aims of the ancient Chinese philosophical 
tradition; 
(b) The ability to recognise the different schools of thought in the ancient Chinese philosophical 
tradition; 
(c) The ability to pursue independent philosophical research.

Transferable skills

Through this module you will acquire 
(a) The ability to communicate information (verbally and in written form) to people both expert and 
non-expert in the field; 
(b) The ability to analyse, evaluate, critique and apply complex information gathered from reading, 



reflection, reasoning or communication; 
(c) The ability to effectively manage schedules and deadlines.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 2 hours (12%)

Seminars 8 sessions of 1 hour (5%)

Private study 124 hours (83%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

Private study and reading.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Students can register for this module without taking any assessment.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time

2500 word essay 80%

Video presentation 20%

Feedback on assessment

Feedbacks will be provided on essays and video presentations.

Availability

Courses



This module is Optional for:

UHIA-V1V8 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)
Year 3 of V1V8 History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)○

Year 4 of V1V8 History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)○

•

Year 3 of UHIA-V1V7 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with a term in Venice)•
UPHA-V700 Undergraduate Philosophy

Year 2 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 2 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 3 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 3 of V700 Philosophy○

•

Year 4 of UPHA-V701 Undergraduate Philosophy (wiith Intercalated year)•
Year 4 of UPHA-V702 Undergraduate Philosophy (with Work Placement)•

This module is Core option list A for:

Year 3 of UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic 
and Foundations

•

This module is Core option list B for:

UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy
Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 2 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

•

Year 2 of UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic 
and Foundations

•

This module is Core option list C for:

Year 4 of UMAA-GV19 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Specialism in Logic 
and Foundations

•

This module is Core option list F for:

UMAA-GV18 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year
Year 4 of GV18 Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year○

Year 4 of GV18 Mathematics and Philosophy with Intercalated Year○

•

This module is Option list A for:

UPHA-VL78 BA in Philosophy with Psychology
Year 2 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology○

Year 3 of VL78 Philosophy with Psychology○

•

Year 4 of UPHA-VL79 BA in Philosophy with Psychology (with Intercalated year)•

This module is Option list B for:

UPHA-VQ72 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature
Year 2 of VQ72 Philosophy and Literature○

•



Year 3 of VQ72 Philosophy and Literature○

Year 4 of UPHA-VQ73 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature with Intercalated Year•

This module is Option list C for:

Year 3 of UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy•
Year 4 of UHIA-V1V6 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad)•

This module is Option list D for:

UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy
Year 2 of V1V5 History and Philosophy○

Year 3 of V1V5 History and Philosophy○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-V1V6 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad)•
Year 2 of UHIA-V1V7 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with a term in Venice)•


