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Description

Introductory description

This final-year Advanced Option module will provide students with an overview of the politics of 
feminism and its relationship to changing gender roles in modern Britain. It will introduce students 
to themes key to feminism within a wider historical context, especially class, race and sexuality. 
The module will look at religion and secularisation; the rise of the birth control movement and 
debates over freedom of sexual expression; tensions of class and race within feminist movements; 
transnational feminist connections; and the role of the imperial context in shaping feminist ideas 
and identities. Its broad chronological reach will aim to overcome artificial distinctions between 
‘first’, ‘second’ and ‘third’ waves, and encourage students to identify and historicise common 
currents within feminist thought, as well as turning points and ruptures.

Module web page

Module aims

Each seminar will approach feminist political thought alongside an assessment of the ‘realities’ of 
women’s lives in Britain. Attention will be paid to how social movements emerge, operate and are 
responded to both by individuals and the state. The module will deepen history undergraduates’ 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/students/modules/


experience of historiography. It will examine the impact of feminism on the discipline of history and 
the methodological challenges of writing histories of social movements which transcend 
boundaries between intellectual, social, oral and cultural history. The module will therefore 
combine use of primary sources (including political texts, oral histories, and film and visual 
sources) with a thorough grounding in the historiography of gender and feminism and an 
introduction to some of the theoretical models used to understand the formation of identities, 
subjectivities and political agency.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Term 1

What is feminism? Competing definitions of feminism in the West1. 
Origins of the Victorian Women's Movement2. 
Feminism, Religion and Secularism, 1860-19143. 
Feminism and Imperialism, 1860-19144. 
The Suffrage Movement, 1893-19185. 
Reading Week6. 
Sex, sexuality and Sex Work 1870-19307. 
Feminism, the family and the state 1914-19398. 
School Trip to the Feminist Library, London9. 
'There's always been a women's movement in Britain?' Assessing decline, impact and social 
change 1918-1945

10. 

Term 2

The birth of the Women's Liberation Movement1. 
Cultures of activism2. 
Hidden from History? Feminist historians fightback3. 
Sexuality and Abortion OR Feminism, the family and motherhood4. 
Wages for Housework? The domestic labour debates in the UK, US and Italy5. 
Reading Week6. 
The Sex Wars: Debates on Pronography and Sexual Violence7. 
Feminism, race and racism8. 
'Post-feminism' and the 'Third Wave'9. 
21st Century Feminism and Intersectionality10. 

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Demonstrate a systematic knowledge and understanding of how social movements come 
into being and the relationship between ideas, social action, and changing attitudes to 
gender.

•

Critically analyse and evaluate a broad range of primary and secondary historical sources •



alongside theories of identity, subjectivity and political agency.
Effectively communicate ideas, and make informed, coherent and persuasive arguments, 
about the history and politics of feminism and its relationship to changing gender roles in 
modern Britain.

•

Critically review and consolidate theoretical, methodological, and historiographical ideas 
about the relationship between intellectual, social, oral and cultural history.

•
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1984), 3-19
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View reading list on Talis Aspire

Subject specific skills

See learning outcomes.

Transferable skills

See learning outcomes.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Seminars 18 sessions of 2 hours (12%)

Private study 264 hours (88%)

Total 300 hours

Private study description

History modules require students to undertake extensive independent research and reading to 
prepare for seminars and assessments. As a rough guide, students will be expected to read and 
prepare to comment on three substantial texts (articles or book chapters) for each seminar taking 
approximately 3 hours. Each assessment requires independent research, reading around 6-10 
texts and writing and presenting the outcomes of this preparation in an essay, review, presentation 
or other related task.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A2

Weighting Study time

Seminar contribution 10%

http://readinglists.warwick.ac.uk/modules/hi31x.html


Weighting Study time

1500 word essay 10%

3000 word source based essay 40%

3000 word essay 40%

Feedback on assessment

Written feedback provided via Tabula; optional oral feedback in office hours.

Availability

Courses

This module is Core optional for:

Year 3 of UHIA-V102 Undergraduate History (Renaissance and Modern History Stream)•
Year 4 of UHIA-V103 Undergraduate History (Renaissance and Modern History Stream) 
(with Year Abroad)

•

This module is Optional for:

Year 3 of UENA-VQ32 Undergraduate English and History•
UENA-VQ33 Undergraduate English and History (with Intercalated year)

Year 4 of VQ33 English and History (with Intercalated year)○

Year 4 of VQ33 English and History (with Intercalated year)○

•

UHIA-V100 Undergraduate History
Year 3 of V100 History○

Year 3 of V100 History○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-V101 Undergraduate History (with Year Abroad)•
Year 3 of UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy•
UHIA-V1V8 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)

Year 3 of V1V8 History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)○

Year 4 of V1V8 History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-V1V6 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad)•
Year 3 of UHIA-V1V7 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with a term in Venice)•
UHIA-VM11 Undergraduate History and Politics

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

•

UHIA-VM14 Undergraduate History and Politics (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)
Year 3 of VM14 History and Politics (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)○

Year 4 of VM14 History and Politics (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-VM12 Undergraduate History and Politics (with Year Abroad)•
Year 3 of UHIA-VM13 Undergraduate History and Politics (with a term in Venice)•
Year 3 of UHIA-VL13 Undergraduate History and Sociology•



UHIA-VL16 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)
Year 3 of VL16 History and Sociology (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)○

Year 4 of VL16 History and Sociology (with Year Abroad and a term in Venice)○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-VL14 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with Year Abroad)•

This module is Option list A for:

UHIA-V100 Undergraduate History
Year 3 of V100 History○

Year 3 of V100 History○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-V101 Undergraduate History (with Year Abroad)•
Year 4 of UITA-R3V2 Undergraduate History and Italian•

This module is Option list B for:

Year 3 of UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy•
Year 4 of UHIA-V1V6 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad)•
UHIA-VM11 Undergraduate History and Politics

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-VM12 Undergraduate History and Politics (with Year Abroad)•
Year 3 of UHIA-VL13 Undergraduate History and Sociology•
Year 4 of UHIA-VL14 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with Year Abroad)•


