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Description

Introductory description

This module is about "perceiving and imagining alternative possible worlds [...] and symbolically 
sharing the worldmaking resources of different cultures" (Xie Ming). This means that, in this 
module, you will learn how to do Philosophy in a multicultural context. In the first part of the 
module, you will analyse and discuss the basic issues of Comparative Philosophy, in particular the 
foundational issue of the relationship between the self and the other when it comes to engaging 
with different cultures. In the second part of the module, through some case studies in Chinese 
Philosophy, Négritude, Non-Western “Art”, Metaphysics, and Ethics, you will learn how to apply 
the comparative method of analysis to a wide range of themes. This will help you to have a more 
specific idea of how philosophical comparative analysis - looking beyond one's own culture - can 
become a fundamental ethical and epistemic tool."

Module aims

This module aims to train you to do philosophy in a comparative manner. In particular, the module 
aims to provide you with the fundamental theoretical tools in the study of other cultural traditions 



as both self-understanding – in the sense of acknowledging one’s own pre-assumptions – and 
other-understanding – in the sense of acknowledging the different reference systems of other 
traditions. As a consequence, the final goal of the module is to offer you examples of how to 
proceed in the intracultural and cross-cultural analyses.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Week 1 
Comparative Philosophy VS Philosophy of Comparisons. A redefinition of the philosophical 
boundaries.

Week 2 
The problem of translation in comparing cultures.

Week 3 
Rationality or Rationalities? “Worldview” as a tool for comparison.

Week 4 
Intercultural Hermeneutics and philosophic discourse.

Week 5 
Self-understanding as a prerequisite for understanding the other.

Week 7 
Colonialism and Négritude: Senghor, Césaire, Fanon.

Week 8 
Non-Western “Art” and Cultural Appropriation

Week 9 
Comparing metaphysics. Plato and Laozi .

Week 10 
Comparing ethics. Weak thought and wuwei : a holistic vision of philosophy.

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

By the end of the module you will be able to: Demonstrate a theoretical knowledge of the 
principles implied in the philosophical comparative analysis.

•

Demonstrate familiarity with the main theoretical issues of doing philosophy comparatively 
and communicate clearly and substantively in speech and in writing on the questions 
addressed in the module.

•

Critically assess the key claims and arguments of the core texts and the case studies 
analysed in the module.

•

Organize philosophical research and engage independently in comparative philosophical 
analysis.

•
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Research element

Both assessments – video presentation and essay – require research elements.

Interdisciplinary

The module addresses the issue of how comparative analysis needs to combine methods and 
insights from different academic disciplines.

International

By definition, comparative analysis needs to consider different cultural traditions in a multicultural 
and international context

Subject specific skills

Through this module you will acquire 
(a) The ability to understand the distinctive features and aims of the comparative philosophical 



analysis; 
(b) The ability to apply different approaches in the comparative philosophical analysis; 
(c) The ability to pursue independent philosophical research.

Transferable skills

Through this module you will acquire 
(a) The ability to communicate information (verbally and in written form) to people both expert and 
non-expert in the field; 
(b) The ability to analyse, evaluate, critique and apply complex information gathered from reading, 
reflection, reasoning or communication; 
(c) The ability to effectively manage schedules and deadlines.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 2 hours (12%)

Seminars 8 sessions of 1 hour (5%)

Private study 124 hours (83%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

Private study and reading.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Students can register for this module without taking any assessment.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time

Video presentation 20%

Written Assignment (2500 words) 80%



Feedback on assessment

Feedbacks will be provided on essays and video presentations.

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

Year 1 of UPHA-VL78 BA in Philosophy with Psychology•
Year 1 of UCXA-Q820 Undergraduate Classical Civilisation•
Year 1 of UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy•
UPHA-V700 Undergraduate Philosophy

Year 1 of V700 Philosophy○

Year 1 of V700 Philosophy○

•

Year 1 of UPHA-VQ72 Undergraduate Philosophy and Literature•

This module is Option list B for:

UMAA-GV17 Undergraduate Mathematics and Philosophy
Year 1 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 1 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

Year 1 of GV17 Mathematics and Philosophy○

•


