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Description

Introductory description

Is the gender wage gap caused by discrimination? What explains differences in voter turnout? 
Which form of education and development aid is effective? What affects the movement of visitors 
in an art gallery? Experiments are the “gold standard” for uncovering causal effect and they were 
rediscovered in social science research and the humanities in the last decades. The results of 
experimental research give valuable insights for theory testing and programme evaluation.

Module web page

Module aims

This course will develop students’ understanding of experimental method as well as why 
experiments can help to solve a wide range of research puzzles and social problems. The course 
will provide students with the skills to conduct and critically reflect on experimental research in the 
social sciences and humanities.

Outline syllabus

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/q-step/study/modules/qs306/


This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Week 1: Why do we need experimental research?

This session will introduce experimental methods and refer to many applications in social 
science research and the humanities. 
Week 2: What makes a study an experiment?

•

This session will review key concepts of experimental research such as causal inference 
and randomization. 
Week 3: Why are there so many types of experiments?

•

This session will introduce laboratory experiments and field experiments and reflect on 
their advantages, pitfalls, and problems. 
Week 4: Why are there even more types of experiments?

•

This session will introduce natural experiments as well as related types and reflect on their 
advantages, pitfalls, and problems. 
Week 5: How can experiments be integrated into surveys?

•

This session will introduce different types of survey experiments and reflect on their 
advantages, pitfalls, and problems. Further, students will present their own ideas about 
conducting an experiment. 
Week 6: Reading Week 
Week 7: How can we ‘walk the experiment talk’?

•

Students will conduct fieldwork by carrying out their own experimental research. They will 
be supervised by the lecturer. 
Week 8: What does my experimental data tell me?

•

Students will continue with the fieldwork and analyse the data. They will be supervised by 
the lecturer. 
Week 9: What can I tell you about my experiment?

•

In this session students will present their experimental studies. 
Week 10: What did we learn?

•

In this session students will reflect on the overall course content.•

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

(1) to familiarise students with different types of experiments;•
(2) to raise students’ awareness of the advantages, pitfalls, and problems of experimental 
methods used in social science and humanities research;

•

(3) to equip students with the skills to understand and undertake experimental research.•
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Research element



Some fieldwork required in teaching

Interdisciplinary

Interdisciplinary module for students in the social sciences and humanities

Opportunities for interdisciplinary learning are communicated to students

Subject specific skills

Systematic understanding, coherent and detailed knowledge of key concepts of experimental 
research in the social sciences and humanities

Ability to describe and comment on the advantages and pitfalls of experimental methods

Ability to manage and conduct experimental research

Communication of research findings and limitations related to experiments in social science 
research and the humanities

Transferable skills

By developing and conducting own projects ...

the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility,

decision-making in complex and unpredictable contexts in field settings.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Fieldwork 3 sessions of 6 hours (12%)

Private study 114 hours (76%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

Reading for seminars 
Preparation for seminars 
Preparation for fieldword 
Preparation of presentations 
Preparation and writing of formative work 



Preparation and writing of summative work

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Students can register for this module without taking any assessment.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time

Assessed presentation 30%

Group presentation

Assessed essay 70%

Individual 2000 words essay

Feedback on assessment

Regular informal feedback will be provided throughout the module seminar sessions. 
\r\n\r\nFormative: Feedback will be provided on the formative essay. \r\n\r\nSummative: Written 
feedback will be provided on the summative essay.

Availability

Courses

This module is Core optional for:

Year 3 of ULAA-ML33 Undergraduate Law and Sociology•

This module is Optional for:

USOA-L301 BA in Sociology
Year 3 of L301 Sociology○

Year 3 of L301 Sociology○

Year 3 of L301 Sociology○

•

Year 4 of USOA-L306 BA in Sociology (with Intercalated Year)•
Year 3 of UPOA-M162 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and Quantitative •



Methods
Year 4 of UPOA-M167 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and Quantitative 
Methods (with Intercalated Year)

•

Year 3 of USOA-L314 Undergraduate Sociology and Criminology•

This module is Unusual option for:

UPHA-V7ML Undergraduate Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Year 3 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 3 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

Year 3 of V7ML Philosophy, Politics and Economics (Tripartite)○

•

This module is Option list A for:

ULAA-ML34 BA in Law and Sociology (Qualifying Degree)
Year 3 of ML34 Law and Sociology (Qualifying Degree)○

Year 4 of ML34 Law and Sociology (Qualifying Degree)○

•

Year 4 of ULAA-ML33 Undergraduate Law and Sociology•
Year 3 of UPOA-ML13 Undergraduate Politics and Sociology•
Year 4 of UPOA-ML14 Undergraduate Politics and Sociology (with Intercalated year)•
Year 4 of UPOA-M164 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and German•
Year 4 of UPOA-M166 Undergraduate Politics, International Studies and Hispanic Studies•

This module is Option list B for:

UPOA-ML13 Undergraduate Politics and Sociology
Year 3 of ML13 Politics and Sociology○

Year 3 of ML13 Politics and Sociology○

•

This module is Option list C for:

Year 3 of UHIA-VL13 Undergraduate History and Sociology•
Year 4 of UHIA-VL14 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with Year Abroad)•


