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Description

Introductory description

This 30 CATS final-year undergraduate advanced option deals with one of the most significant 
episodes in world history: the French Revolution. Promethean and tragic, it has inspired and 
haunted imaginations throughout the modern era. 'It was the best of times, it was the worst of 
times', wrote Charles Dickens in A Tale of Two Cities, and, indeed, historians still argue over its 
paradoxical legacies. For while it inaugurated human rights, universal manhood suffrage and civil 
equality, it also unleashed terror, authoritarianism and empire. The French Revolution is especially 
challenging to study since it bequeathed the very terms we use to analyse it. Debates about liberal 
and social forms of democracy, the viability or dangers of Enlightenment ideals, and the necessity 
or gratuitousness of violence to bring about democracy all grew out of the French Revolution itself. 
To study the French Revolution is to put our own conceptual categories and values into question.

Module web page

Module aims

This module treats the origins, course and legacies of the French Revolution. It draws on a wide 
range of sources: primary, scholarly, literary and cinematic. Themes include ideas, emotions, 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/students/modules/


inequality, freedom, capitalism, gender, race, colonialism, religion, terror and war. It is inspired by 
the belief that studying the French Revolution can help us better understand the challenges of 
modern democratic and capitalist societies. By making modernity more legible, it can make our 
future more navigable.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Term 1

Introduction1. 
Origins: Class or State?2. 
Cultural Origins3. 
Global and Economic Origins4. 
Inventing Human Rights5. 
Reading Week (no seminar)6. 
Freedom and Discontents7. 
A Revolution of Emotions8. 
War and Counterrevolutions9. 
A Cinematic Perspective: La Marseillaise10. 

Term 2

King's Trial and Sans-culottes1. 
Political Economy and Economic Justice2. 
Terror3. 
Robespierre: Monster or Scapegoat?4. 
New Hearts and Minds5. 
Reading Week (no seminar)6. 
Women, Gender and Family7. 
Ending Revolution8. 
Colonial Revolution and Slave Abolition9. 
Legacies10. 

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Demonstrate a systematic knowledge and understanding of the history of the French 
Revolution

•

Critically analyse and evaluate a broad range of both textual and visual primary sources (and 
the variety of viewpoints they represent) relating to the cultural history of the French 
Revolution

•

Effectively communicate ideas, and make informed, coherent and persuasive arguments, 
about the history of the French Revolution

•

Critically review and consolidate theoretical, methodological, and historiographical ideas •



relating to the history of 18th century France and the French Revolution, and draw upon 
approaches to French Revolution in other disciplinary fields, including literary, philosophy 
and history of science
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P. McPhee, A Companion to the French Revolution (2014)•
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State University Press, 2011), see essays on the French Revolution.

•

A. Forrest, The French Revolution (1995)•
D. Andress, The Terror: The Merciless War for Freedom in Revolutionary France (2005)•
D. Sutherland, France 1789-1815 (1985)•
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Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005.
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Rutledge, 1998.
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Chicago Press, 1996.
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F. Fehér, ed. The French Revolution and the Birth of Modernity. Berkeley: University of 
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View reading list on Talis Aspire

Subject specific skills

See learning outcomes.

Transferable skills

See learning outcomes.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Seminars 18 sessions of 2 hours (12%)

Tutorials 4 sessions of 1 hour (1%)

Other activity 4 hours (1%)

Private study 256 hours (85%)

Total 300 hours

Private study description

History modules require students to undertake extensive independent research and reading to 
prepare for seminars and assessments. As a rough guide, students will be expected to read and 
prepare to comment on three substantial texts (articles or book chapters) for each seminar taking 
approximately 3 hours. Each assessment requires independent research, reading around 6-10 
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texts and writing and presenting the outcomes of this preparation in an essay, review, presentation 
or other related task.

Other activity description

Revision sessions.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You must pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time

Seminar contribution 10%

1500 word book review 10%

3000 word source based essay 40%

3000 word essay 40%

Feedback on assessment

Written feedback provided via Tabula; optional oral feedback in office hours.

Availability

Courses

This module is Optional for:

Year 3 of UENA-VQ32 Undergraduate English and History•

This module is Option list A for:

UHIA-V100 Undergraduate History
Year 3 of V100 History○

Year 3 of V100 History○

•

UHIA-V101 Undergraduate History (with Year Abroad)
Year 4 of V101 History (with Year Abroad)○

Year 4 of V101 History (with Year Abroad)○

•



This module is Option list B for:

UHIA-V100 Undergraduate History
Year 3 of V100 History○

Year 3 of V100 History○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-V101 Undergraduate History (with Year Abroad)•
Year 3 of UHIA-V1V5 Undergraduate History and Philosophy•
Year 4 of UHIA-V1V6 Undergraduate History and Philosophy (with Year Abroad)•
UHIA-VM11 Undergraduate History and Politics

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

Year 3 of VM11 History and Politics○

•

Year 4 of UHIA-VM12 Undergraduate History and Politics (with Year Abroad)•
Year 3 of UHIA-VL13 Undergraduate History and Sociology•
Year 4 of UHIA-VL14 Undergraduate History and Sociology (with Year Abroad)•


