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Description

Introductory description

The years between the two world wars (1918-1939) in Europe saw the rise of radical political 
movements, both on the extreme right and extreme left. At times, those defending democracy 
were able to hold their opponents at bay, but more often than not did radical movements, mostly 
on the right, succeed in taking over the state, which allowed them to implement their political 
programs.

Module web page

Module aims

This 30 CATS undergraduate second-year option module will discuss radical political movements, 
their struggle against each other and democratic societies. We will inquire why they succeeded in 
some countries, while democracy could prevail in others. Finally, we will consider how radical 
movements that took power implemented their politics. While the module will draw upon national 
case studies, it aims at understanding radical politics in the interwar period as a genuinely 
European phenomenon. Themes will include the Russian revolution and its impact on the 
European working-class movement; the rise of fascist and other radical rightist movements; the 
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struggle for democracy in the era of Popular Fronts, and implementation of fascist regimes in Italy 
and Germany. Further national case studies will include Hungary, Austria, France and Spain.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Winter Term 
Week 1: Introduction. Organizational Matters & Writing Techniques 
Week 2: Europe before and during World War One 
Part 1: Post-War Revolutions and Counter-Revolutions 
Week 3: The Russian Revolution 
Week 4: Revolutions in Germany and Central Europe 
Week 5: Counter-Revolutionary Movements and the Radical Right in Germany and Central 
Europe 
Week 6: Reading Week 
Week 7: The Rise of Fascism in Italy 
Part 2: Transnational Political Movements 
Week 8: European Fascism 
Week 9: From Revolution to Reform: Socialism 
Week 10: International Communism 
Spring Term 
Week 1: Anti-Colonial Movements 
Part 3: Radical Movements and the Struggle for Democracy 
Week 2: Implementing Democracy in Weimar Germany 
Week 3: Communists and Nazis: Radical Politics at the End of Weimar 
Week 4: The French Popular Front 
Week 5: The Spanish Civil War 
Week 6: Reading Week 
Part 4: Implementing Radical Politics 
Week 7: Stalinist Russia 
Week 8: Fascist Italy 
Week 9: Building a Racial State: Nazi Germany before the War 
Week 10: Building a Racial Empire: Wars of Annihilation and Genocide 
Summer Term: 
Week 1: Revisions

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

Development of critical and analytical study, writing and communication skills•
Critically evaluate sources for the study of modern Europe•
Understand historical and theoretical interpretations of modern Europe•
Presentation of research in an imaginative and concise manner•
Develop written and oral communication skills•
Undertake bibliographic research•



Develop competency in using electronic resources for research and writing•
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Subject specific skills



-Critically evaluate sources for the study of modern Europe 
-Understand historical and theoretical interpretations of the study of modern Europe

Transferable skills

-Develop critical and analytical study, writing and communication skills 
-Present research in an imaginative and concise manner 
-Develop written and oral communication skills 
-Undertake bibliographic research 
-Develop competency in using electronic resources for research and writing

Study

Study time

Type Required

Lectures 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Seminars 9 sessions of 1 hour (6%)

Tutorials 1 session of 1 hour (1%)

Private study 131 hours (87%)

Total 150 hours

Private study description

No private study requirements defined for this module.

Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group A1

Weighting Study time

Assignment 1: Oral participation 10%

Assignment 2: 1000 word essay plan 40%

Assignment 3: 3,000 word essay 50%



Feedback on assessment

written feedback on essay and exam cover sheets\r\n- student/tutor dialogues in one-to-one 
tutorials

•

Availability

There is currently no information about the courses for which this module is core or optional.


