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Description

Introductory description

The module aims to support students on the Arts and Humanities course/pathway by developing 
their understanding of the key historiographical debates and theoretical approaches used in 
historical research and education.

Module web page

Module aims

It is geared to develop the students’ familiarity with the necessary skills for success in History in 
further education and will equip the students with the tools of analysis to interpret and critique 
existing historiographical debates and draw their own conclusions from the examination of primary 
sources. This module is taught in blocks of 6 to 8 weeks through a combination of lectures and 
seminars. The module is split into two units.

Outline syllabus

This is an indicative module outline only to give an indication of the sort of topics that may be 
covered. Actual sessions held may differ.

Outline Syllabus1. 

https://warwick.ac.uk/study/ifp/ourcourses/artsandhumanities


The first unit is “Making of Modern Europe, 1789-1945”

This module provides a basic introduction into the making of Modern Europe by examining a 
number of key historical social upheavals that took place from the end of the 18th century to 1945. 
These key transformations have played a considerably important role in the modernisation of 
Europe, not only from an economic and technological perspective but also in terms of its effects on 
politics and society. 
Using Western Europe as the main case study, this unit tracks the theme of Revolution and War 
from the French Revolution to the ending of World War Two. It will look specifically in what ways 
these events contributed towards the modernisation of society, and considers what modernity 
might mean and how this can be used to study History.

The second unit is “The Cold War, 1945 -1991”

This unit tracks the development and course of the Cold War from its origins, until the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. Over the course of the unit, the lectures and seminars will touch upon aspects of 
colonialism and globalisation through the lens of the Cold War. Students will be introduced to a 
number of major historiographical debates surrounding the Cold War and theoretical approaches 
that will allow the student to access and engage successfully with a range of primary and 
secondary sources. 
From newspaper articles to propaganda posters, this module will cover a range of topics, ensuring 
that students are equipped with the basic knowledge for understanding the economic, political, 
societal and cultural implications of the Cold War. While emphasis will be placed on the global 
reach of the Cold War through notions of colonialism and Cold War culture, other topics explored 
will include; what is the Cold War? And its origins, Ideological Warfare, Everyday life in the Soviet 
Union, A Global Cold War? The Non-Aligned Movement, The ending of the Cold War and demise 
of the Soviet Union.

Learning outcomes

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

1. Analyse events and evaluate key historiographical debates existing on the topics explored 
in this module

•

2. Appraise and identify bias in the contexts to which secondary sources are created and 
received

•

3. Identify the arguments and evidence in second text and to determine its validity•
4. Use secondary literature to propose alternative theories with appropriate use of primary 
sources

•

Indicative reading list

Access to History: The Cold War 1941–95 Fourth Edition, Daniel Williams (June 2019)•
Cold War: For Forty-five Years the World Held its Breath, Jeremy Isaacs and Taylor 
Downing (2008)

•

The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) Robert McMahon (2003)•
A History of Modern Europe, Fourth Ed., John Merriman (2019)•
The Age of Revolution: Europe 1789-1848, Eric Hobsbawm (1962)•



The Industrial Revolution: A History From Beginning to End, Hourly History, (2019) 
Twentieth-Century Europe: A Brief History, 1900 to the Present, Michael D. Richards, Paul 
R. Waibel, (2014)

•

Interdisciplinary

The course draws on wider political debates and international relations theory.

International

The two units of the course have an international dimension. The topics explored over the 25 
weeks examine case studies from Latin America to China, with an investigation of key themes of 
globalisation and colonisation. Indicative case studies at present include; Latin America, Africa, 
Asia and the Middle East.

Subject specific skills

To develop students use of analysis to interpret and critique existing historiographical debates and 
draw their own conclusions from the examination of primary sources.

Transferable skills

The pathway not only prepares students for undergraduate study in the UK, it also builds on a 
number of transferable skills that students will be able to draw upon beyond academic studies. 
The modules push students to work on their communication skills through presentation work, on 
their research and analysis skills in class and through assessment and on their ability to work 
within a team - which will be embedded in lecturers and seminars throughout the year.

Study

Study time

Type Required

Seminars 75 sessions of 1 hour (25%)

Online learning (independent) 25 sessions of 1 hour (8%)

Private study 120 hours (40%)

Assessment 80 hours (27%)

Total 300 hours

Private study description

No private study requirements defined for this module.



Costs

No further costs have been identified for this module.

Assessment

You do not need to pass all assessment components to pass the module.

Assessment group D4

Weighting Study time

Critical Review 30% 20 hours

The critical review will require students to think critically about two articles assigned for the 
assignment. It will ask the students to not only summarise the articles and the core arguments, 
but to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the article, to compare the articles and assess 
them in view of the wider range of existing literature and the themes under debate.

Presentation Reflection 30% 20 hours

Students will be required to participate in a group presentation as a formative task. The students 
will then need to write a 1000 word piece, reflecting on their role and participation in the 
presentation.

Online Examination 40% 40 hours

Two hour exam, with two equally weighed essay questions relating to topics and debates studied 
over the course of the module. Three options will be offered per question, where the student must 
choose one question to focus on.

Feedback on assessment

Written and oral (one-to-one) feedback/feedforward provided for all formative assessments linked 
to summative assessments. Verbal feedback provided as routine throughout teaching sessions 
and individually. Summative assessment feedback will be provided to students through Tabula.

Past exam papers for FP003

Availability

Courses

This module is Core for:

Year 1 of FIOE Warwick International Foundation Programme•

https://warwick.ac.uk/exampapers?q=FP003


This module is Core option list A for:

FIOE Warwick International Foundation Programme
Year 1 of FP10 Warwick International Foundation Programme - Law○

Year 1 of FP11 Warwick International Foundation Programme - Social Sciences○

•


